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EDITORIAL

We are wmow well into the 1978 travell-
ing season, so most members will have
been out and about quite a lot by now,
We have had =several very successful
meetings on grounds up and down the
country, and I have had the pleasure
of making many new friends, as well as
meeting ones whom I have previously
omly corresponded with. I hope that
the series of meetings will continue
throughout the summer, and will then
be followed by further meetings when
possible during the winter months.

Two important events, I hope, will be
the Manchester Exhibition, and the 1st
A®M/conference., Membership is still
steadily increasing, and we will shor-
tly be producing the first edition of
our membership list, which I hope will
encourage further cooperation between
members.

The last edition of "CENTURY OF
TOBERS" seems to have gone down quite
well, except for onme or two critisc-—
isms. It has been said that we should
be more wary of what we print, for fear
of getting a bad name. It has also
been commented that we should print
more news items, and less history.

In answer, I would like to quote two
short pieces: one from one of our
members, and one by the 13th century
Chinese scholar, Tai T'ung -

"...many of the really knowledge-
able men in the fairground world have
died over the last few years; many of
the remainder are old or unwell; rec-—
ords are all too few and far between,
and it will soon be too late to record
facts..."

"Were I to await perfection, my
book would never be finished".

1 apologise for being so philo-
sophical, but I think it puts over a
worthwhile point, and I hope no one
will be put off contributing in case
they might have missed something, or
have made a slight error.

We have already received several
donations of negatives for the assoc-
iation, and hope we will acquire some
more soon. Later in the year it should
be possible to have a list of these
printed, so that copies will be avail-
able to members.

There are one or two points aris-

ing from the last 1ssue(cont. back page
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Fred Fowle designs Association symbol

The Association now has a symbol. Based on a drawing specially made for us‘by mas ter
decorator Fred Fowle, it shows the head of that my thical winged messenger, the ancien
god Mercury.

As well as being, in ancient times, the patron of fairs and markets, and the
protector of travellers, Mercury has figured as a motif in the collection of images
used by Fred in his work. It is most commonly seen on Swirls (Traylens' and Parr-
ishes' being two good examples) where it is used as a symbol of speed and energy.

It was felt that its ancient significance and its connection with the modern

generation of fairground amusements made it an ideal choice as the symbol of the
Association,

We have already received quotations for its production in the form of a small
metal badge which we hope will be available in the Autumn.

We are grateful to Fred Fowle for his generosity in preparing the original draw-
ing for us., It is a matter of pride for us that the country's leading showman's dec-
orator has been able to make such a notable contribution to the Assocziation.

WEEKEND CONFERENCE PLAN FOR WINTER

One of the ideas being considered for the first A,G.M. of the Association is to make
it part of a programme of a weekend conference. What has been proposed is that wa
book a hotel with conference facilities (and real alel) from the Saturday afternoon
to the Sanday morning, one weekend during the winter months.

In addition to the A.G.M. session the weekend could include film and slide shows,
lectures, and a bumper photo swap shop - all the sort of things, in fact, that usually
happen when enthusiasts get together, but this time with the advantage of more time at
our disposal to spend on each item, plus the opportunity to just simply relax over a
drink and gossip into the night.

As with our inaugural meeting, a Midlands venue has been mooted as giving the
majority of members an equal of attending. Naturally, members (and friends) who
would wish to attend only part of the weekend's programme would be free to do so.

So, can we please have your reactions to this proposal and also, perhaps, some
suggestions as to venue and programme. Ideally, we want a hotel within easy reach of

a main line railway station which would be prepared to offer a good discount for a
block booking.

Please address all correspondence to the chairman, Graham Downie, at 1 Holly
Court, Frome, Somerset, telephone Frome 66335. It would be a great help at this
stage to know how many members would be prepared to attend such a conference. A
reasonable estimate of likely attendance will enable us to negotiate with hotels for
the best possible rates.




FANCHESTER EXRISITION DPLANGED

Plans are now undersay for the Association's first major exhibition and film show,
vhich will be staged in Munchester this December. The date to remember is Saturday,
9nd December, and the venue is the 'C'~floor concourse of the Renold Building, at
IMIST. This is conveniently situated in the centre of the city, mext wo Piccadily
Station, a few minutes walk frow Chorltion Street Coach 3tavion, and witn f{requent
basce from Victoria Station. A large free car park is adjacent, and access should
be available for people wishing to drop exhibits off at the dvor. The hall covers
an arca of about 5000 sq. ft., so there should be room for a fair number of exhibite
We hope to include a selection of painted boards, shatters, ete., carved work, scale
wodels, and photographs, plus of course, anything else of interest. Application
forms will shortly be available, from the Exhibition Secretary, at 28 Buxton 0Old
Road, Disley, Cheshire, SK12 2BD.

Later in the afteruvon there will be a film show, to he held in one of the
ticred itheatees, wiih a large screen. Films to be snown include the Arts Council
filw on the work of Fred Fowle, and a documentary style filu, loaned by Lancashire
section shomsan and member Michael A. Collins.

The show is obviously going to cost the Association quite a lot to stage,
although admissien charges should cover some or ali of the costs. We have already
received the offer of one generous donation which will be a great help, and further
offers of finnncicl assistance would be most welcome at this stage. Also members
able to give'up some of their time on the day, in order tv help on the door, etc.,
are azked to contact the secretary.

urther details will appear in the next edition of "Century of Tobers", and
also in the "World's Fair". A poster iz in preparation, and will be sent free on
request [rom any mewber. Admission fo the Exhibition will Le free to all members,
¢lthough there is a swall charge for the film show. As numbers are limited, please
obicin your tickets well in advance, from ihe secretary, a5 the usual address.
Prices are 30p lor adalts, and 15p for accompanied children under 14.

w * *

HELL EXHIBITION  SUGGESS

Yorkshire nrea representatives Charles Gee and Stephen Smith are presenting the
Associacion's first exhibition, in Hull, which has been a great success. The venue
was the Toyer of the Central Library iu Hull, and the exhibition lasted from Jrd-
15:th., This coincides conveniently with the Summer Fair, held on the usual grouud
in Walton Sireet, from July 7th to 15th. Space was limited, but good use was made
of that which was available, and an interesting selection of photographs, models
and other small items was mounted.

O 0

“Something Like This’

A film entitled "Something Like This" has been made by Joseph Mara of Imll, and is
based on Tmll Fair. Set to electronic music by lerry Itiley, an American contemp-

orary composer, it ie an ubstract film about the light swructures of the fair.

The film has cost £1000 to make so far, but needs a further £500 to complete, and

Mara is finding difficulty in obtaining the extra cash needed., He has approached

wany local hodies, but noé-oue seems interested. When the film is printed it is to
make its debut at the Hull Film Theatre before going to London.
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MACHINE CHANGES

New Machines -

Astroglide
Astroliner
Cobra
Easyrider
Flying Coaster

Meteorite

Mystic Swing

Paratrooper
Satellite
Space Shuttle

Swinging Gym

Changes of

Machine
Ark

(Coronation)
Cakewalk
Dive Bomber (S)
Dodgems

Flying Coaster

Gallopers (3-ab)
Hustler

Jets

Octopus

Satellite
Swirl
Twist

Wal tzer

G. Furborough

G. Furborough

C.P. Evans (P'cawl) R.G. Mitchell

T. Wilmot
Crow lros,

W. Knightley

Aberuvon Miami Beh.

T. Kaye
J. Smith

Loeck

= o=

. Bishton
& J. Manning
Guyatt, jnr.

S.
G.
H. Botton, jnr.
T.J. Wyatt

Ownership

From

Lord Bros.
E. Percival
lenry Danter
Crow Bros.

B. Ayers
Wilmots

A. Owen

Maxwell, Tynemouth R. & S.J. Cubbins

Thurs ton, jnr.

?
Maxwell
Pollard

Cadoxton
Cadoxton
J. Smith

Lylie
?

B. Bishton
Turnagain
Modern Products

Lylie
Lylie

To

J. Perks

M. Morley (Yorks
. Daniels (BVAP
"Armroyd Lane"

R. Howard
Leslie Burns

H. Stanworth

(Blackpool)

A. Roberts (Margate)G. Irvin

J. Hackett

B. Collins (Alton)

? USA
? Ireland
Fletchers

Wroots (Belle Vue)

?
T. Wilmot
S. Raywood

R. Daniels
w. l!ﬂ Lcs

w

M. Taylor

Goss, Clacton Pier
‘H.K. Manning

A, Botton

J. Gale
Hickey

J. Taylor
J. Taylor
G, Wilmot

llarrison & Vickers

J. Whiting

)

5/78
5/78
Spring
7/78
7/78
Spring
5/78
Spring

Summer
Spring

L /78
Summer
Spring

Spring
Summer

Date

Winter
5/78
Spring
5/78
Winter
Winter

Winter

Spring
Winter
Spring
Spring
Summer
Winter

Winter
Swmmer

Summer
Spring
Winter

Spring
6/78

1978

1978

1978

1978
1978

1978
1978
1978
1978

1977-8

1978

1977-8
19778
1977-8
1978
19778
1978
19738
1978
1977-8
1977-8
1978
1978
1978
1977-8
1978




LING ROCRKET SAVED

Tha Meoywrll /Loakin Moanrocket which was deliverad new to Joe Ling in 1938, travelle
votrs 1992 Ly Jobn liny, and whiesh hes w«ince Leen in store in their yar2 at Barn,
tens Selly. in York:lire, has now been sold to member Philip “nightbridge of Sirnt
ioml, Scooral meahers have spent some time at weckends helping to move the ride,
gnd iy Lo pow mos:iy in covered storage, so work can be begun. The top of ihe
ractiine i mesdily rotlon. und will need to be extepnsively rebuilt, but che bottom
: cellent condition, It is plunned to concertrate on the bottom initially,

gred prolotie iry sud ged rhe prchine into &n openable cundition as an vpen topped
Focket. Lile the contiventsl mochines, 1 am {old that what is needed now are
people willing to put money intoe reduilding this mochine now that it hos heen snyod
feln i- elee needed o undertake the robuild, and perticularly members with special
shills, .= there are an essoriment of tasks. Anyone willing to belp should contact

Milip dareet on Stratford H06305.

%&. ole

s R

rhitld @ The page for your comments/gueries

M DLC. Sanking of 70 Stution Road, Glentield, leicester, LE3 PGT, asks:

As o recent member of the F.A.G.B. T wonder if anyone can advise me where it
mizhi he possikle {~ obtain informasion abont the correct painting of fairground mod-
el:e I om boaving <ome small problem ag the moment with my latest model, of a Mont
fitime, which will be finished in the suyle of the early days of this ride, i.e. the
wid=30"=. Tae scenic decoration of the boards, shutters, ote., is known, but that of
Lhee geveral woodwork is not; any advieo would be appreciated,

ibe following is Yiom Kew Smith, of 82 Wellington Way, Salichury, Wilts,:

From the Salisbory Journzl, 1%th Cectober, 1921 -
SALISIURY FAIR.
Lough and grow fat
'fhe besi show you ever saw
For big, lictie, old or youung
A proper goed cheer up
Everybody enjcys it who sees it
Don't fail to sec it
RITTY DE SMILO'S SHOW
It's the best in the fair.

From the Salisbury Jeurnal, 13th Cetober, 1922 -
SALISIURY TI'ALR.
Pen't fail to sce the show that made the
Princess Laugh
KITTY DE SMILO'S JOLLY SHOW
Special show for children
each afternoon.

The only other reference I have seen to the above was that it attended Stratford
Mop in 1925, so it was not a local effort. Who was the Princess? Can anyone tell us
ziore aboat this show,

M» H.E. Ambrose. of 109 High Street, Blunham, Bedfordshire, writes:

I am intercsted in buying prinis of steam yachts, preferably posteard size,
and tist the tfoilowing sets which I s{ill need te complete uy collectio?. I wi}ll
pay oxerad priees, aod all PRD easts = Mrs Bisd's, J. Bvans', A, larker's, Woolls',
A, Balien's, €. Spencer's, J. Wyatt's, C. Howard's, ond Grohems'.
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JACK WILRINSON WERITES...
..Steam Pigs, Arks, Fowler engines ...

With Holdsworth's Steam Pigs the engines were "THE PRINCE" and "THE PRINCESS". In
the very carly 30's when old rides had gone out of favour, Reuben leldsworth got an
early German Noah's Ark. Also, he took over the Bridge Inn, Stochhridge, Keighiey,
and introduced a beer garden and children's pla)wruund. Along with Aaren Tullen he
vas killed in a car crash at Chain Bar cross roads, near C;eckhﬂaton. soon atter

The Pigs went to McGurk in Ireland in later years, and the Burrell to Pat Collins;
the Fowler went to Billy Smart prior to the start of World War Two. Billy Smart pro-
nised me the nameplate from this engine, bur I never got it. The pigs were 42' in
diameter: I described them with an illustrated article in the World's Fair about 1936.

Regarding Arks - The "Rocket" ride was originally new ag the beginning of 1933
from Bob Lakin to W.l. Marshall, and delivered as a Jungle Speedway. It was one of
Bob's earliest scenic Arks; Jack Pullen had the firsi. Post war came W.H. Marshall's
(Grandson of the former) Lambrett,a Speedway, following his marriage to Dahlia Wallie,
The caption "E. Corrigan's No., 2 Speedway" in the last "Century of Iober:z" is wrong;
Edwin had Corrigan's secund Ark, with Burrell “TLY AGAIN", This view (bv Jack Mellor,
vho was responsible for thie imcorrect captiﬂn) is. of J. Corrigen & Sons (James and
ilbert) machine, the thisd ¢o be built for Corrigans. Later they had a fourth, called
the "Kentacky Derby", and f~aaw it at Halifax Summer ’:tarr - the first with a flat
(0deon) front. Pest war they ‘had tno-me 3 S caeE - 2s TN

_’"‘-'-'10' earrxed an enguved o
<D.; it was quugsqﬁ by @ A
) te v ral snnps qfﬁ:ir I
s¥pnally hanled . Sy bat he evidently misunder—
stood ‘me. It-was”’NE‘m, oy “Hpldsawortls, or fitte - I last saw it. =
in Allen Knight's yard {po ‘t‘wag}’;&ﬂle esitems  sulup. No.ﬂf292 ended "1 ts daws “in & f*
irift mine at Mosbovough, where it W‘uﬁiﬂ“ﬁm ‘ ibs mL@enme rope.

"GENERAL IULLER" was scrapped in Augvst, 1947, but. had not heen used for vears.,
[ was working in Harrogate at the time, anc turned my head as the bLus passed ~..uplev
18 I conldn't bear to see its inglorious end. No. 8919 was a BO apricultural on
iprings, new on 21st May, 1902, for a contractor in Devon. No. 8922 was new on 28th
february, 1901, for Portland Stone Quarries, aud No. 8927 a single cylinder, with
ipoked flywheel, new for Townsend & Woodbridge, Bath, on 14th February, 1502. No.
273 (new 1902) was first called "PRIDE OF YAPION" foi a contractor. T snupped 9290
it Blackheath pre-war; it was used for heuling ond had no dynamd - or belly tanki

As regards Fowler. en A
(not cast) plate on the off
:!- ‘Bentlty & Co, Lt{}. M 99 1

=

told ALf Pepper it occasipuall

No. 9381 was new for Smith's Tadcaster Brewery on 2d¢th April, 1902. Front
theels were set bhack for working in a confined space. My dad was one of the firzt to
ave a motorbike in Bradford (AKG0) and when he used to go to York, he said that
ifter leaving Killingbeek: tram terminus (Leeds) to Dringhouses tram terminus (York)
the only other mechanically propelled vehicle he saw was this enpine taking beer to
ladcaster Railway station. No. 10291 was built for Matilda Hoadley and delivered on
9th March, 19006, ler rame was still on the offside motion cover when I saw it at
Jlackheath in 1938 - yet Forrests had had the engine and ride since about 1921. No.
L0302 (A9) was new on Oth May, 1002, for Arnolds, contractors, of Paddock Wood. No.
(0318 was acquired by Edward Box in the early years of the war; dynamo bracket cut
if, and the cab three-guarter length. I last saw it in Denton's yard, rustiing away
wmt Frank Morgan (Box's Manager) had acquired Walter Denton's husiness in (I bclieves
(940.

I think the photograph of "TIHE SHOWMAN" was taken at Bedlington railway station
yy the late S.P. Johnstone. That at King's Lynn (r‘l")"’o) by Jewsons, local photograph-
irs. As regards (reen's Dragons - the ride left the Tower Grounds, New Hrighton,
tarly in the var, and built up on the Winter Gardens ground at Morecambe, I think it
fent to Middleshorough from thers,




GALLOPERS PRGT'ECT

Part Three:

As usual, there are several sets of (allopers currently {ur =ale, Advertised recent-
ly were Benny Irvins and John Beachs. The Brian Collins -¢| formerly at Alton [owers
mentioned as being on the market in the last issue has now Leen sold to Goss's (The

Clacton Pier Co.,), It is now installed on the pier, and I am {old looks well.

Duncan Price's set has made only one appearance so far this <+n=on, and I believe
they have gone to Maldon, on the Essex coast, for the summer seasoun.

[ hear that Dicky Deek of East Anglian Amusements (Fakenham, Norfolk) has acquir-
ed a "rough" 40' Tidman set from Keith Emmett, Stony Stratford, Bucks, The ride is
believed to have come from the Butlins Camp at Mosney, Ireland, fairly recently. I
have no further details about the history of this machine - can anyone oblige? Onsite
Developments are currently doing a rebuild, and the ride should be placed on a perm-
anent site on completion.

Travelling Machines - additional information
G3 W.H. Dorman

Thg Savage 5% centre engine no. 529 was in fact acquired from Charles Byass in June
1955, and not from Franklins as previously stated. This engine was from Teale's 3~
abreast at Shipley Glen, Bradford.

G4 J. Downs

Savage centre engine no. 538 is in fact a no. 6 and not a 5% as stated in "Century of >

Tobers" no. 2. I saw this engine in steam on a visit to this year's Cambridge Midsum-
mer fair; it looks and runs very well.

Go Harris Brothers

The engine originally fitted to this set was Savage 5} no. 421, with a 3 organ engine
no. 418. These were new in 1887 to J. Davies, and came into Mr Harris's hands about
1911. Whether there were any intermediate owners I cannot say, nor does there appear
to be any trace of the set which was originally powered by them.

The engines were sold by Harris's in 1958 to H. Derby, and passed to G.T. Cush-
ing later the same year. They are still on view in Cushing's Steam and Organ Museum
at Thursford, Nr. Fakenham, Norfolk.

G8 B. Irvin

It is now known that Savage 55 centre engine no. 599 was never fitted; this remained
in its original set until coming into Billy Bagnall's possession. Bagnall sold it to
the late Tom Alberts of Bolton.

G11 Pettigrove Brothers

The engine fitted to this set is a Tidman, and not a Savage as previously stated. It
was last steamed on Sunday, 10th July, 1956, following a rebuild, and has spent most
of the time since that date sheeted over. I was able to have a look at the engine

at the recent Cambridge Midsummer Fair, as the sheets had been removed. It would
appear that the engine is in very good condition indeed.

G165 J. Wilmot

The Savage centre engine no. 335 "THE WONDER' was driven by Jimmy Gannon of Perth for
many years, and 1906 - 1923 by Shoey Smith, of Newlands Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow.

In 1923 £90 was paid for a new firebox, smokebox tubeplate, and smokebox. Its return
from Savages was delayed, and a no. 9 engine was used temporarily; a no. 5 engine is

3" wider and longer than a 5%. .
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Eastern England permanent sets - additional information

G20 Gordon Warrington

First owners were Readheads (not Redheads - apologies for the typing errorl), and the
first travelling owners were Mellor Bros., as the acquisition of this set predated
the famous Hibble and Mellor partnership. Billy Nichols had the set for a season or
two in the mid-50's; this was after being owned by Bretts, and before Butlins took

over the machine.

G25 Triangle Amusements Huns tanton

Galloper expert Dr J.L. Middlemiss tells me that this set is definitely not of Savage
manufacture, so the history set out in the last issue must be incorrect. It appears
that this ride is a Walker built lot! The animals are of Walker type, and the twist~
ed brasses are without ball mounts at either end - Walker machines often being thus.,
There is a gap of about 12" between the bottom of the cheese and the centre truck
deck, as the smokeduct is lead off the smokebox at tube level to the centre pole -

a further Walker characteristic.

G35 T.D. Nightingale Margate

Following the history given in the last issue, I am now able to clarify some details
on origins of various components of this set. The top frame was built by Howerofts,
of West Hartlepool, and a Savage centre truck and gearing was used. The centre engin
— known as "WILDFIRE" - had a boiler by Beasley's, Barrow (built 1890, which makes th
Forrest set older than previously thought), and engine motion by Stephensons of Long~
ton, near Preston. The Savage no. 3 organ engine came from John Evans, but was prev-
iously owned by Joe White.

G3% Butlins Ltd. Bognor Regis

This set was better known as Woolls Bros., of Erith, Kent, who travelled it in the
South. They acquired it ¢.1935, and later sold it to Phil Phillips.

- additional set

G4 Goss's Clacton~on~Sea Savage 1897

This fine Savage machine was built in 1897, and delivered new to D. Cooper and H.
King, with a Savage 5% centre engine no. 699 "DAWN" and 3 organ engine uo. 703. An
89 key Marenghi organ was also fitted. Both engine and organ are now in preservat-
ion, the engine being bought by the late Tom Alberts, of Bolton. Cooper & King

sold the ride to W. Matthews, from whom it passed to Tom Smith of Shoreham, and then
A. Bates. In 1957 Billy Bagnall bought it, and during the years which followed it
passed into the hands of Pat Collins, and then Brian Collins, when it was placed at
the Alton Towers amusement park. After being put up for sale earlier in the year, it
was sold to Gose's/The Clacton Pier Co., and was moved to Clacton Pier recently.

* * *
3-ABREASTS on PERMANENT SITES: Western England
G37 Marshall Hill Hayling Island Savage

Another of the more interesting sets, this Savage lot has at some stage been rebuilt
to thirteen sections! It also looks as if it may have started life as a h-abreast,
but little is known of its early history. One of its early owners is thought to have
been the Corrigan family, who later sold it to Timmy Ray (Derbyshire). J.A. Pullen
acquired the set from Rays in August, 1949, and a few years later it passed to the
present owner. I believe it was complete with organ when it first arrived at Hayling
Island, but this has since been destroyed. The set has also been modernised, and now
lacks the usual carved work, etc. Although not ornate, it is well painted and very
smart — a credit to its owners.
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G38 Chipperfield Brothers Weymouth Tidman

A smart iittle 12 section set, complete with tuncful 46 key Marenghi orgau - an un-
usual item ia itself, Chipperfields bought the ride from Charlie Penfold in 1953 but
no previous history has been recorded.

G39 Butlins Ltd. Minehead Allen

A very unususl set, being one of only four built by the firm of Allens of Oxford,
This particular machine was formerly travelled by Arnolds on the Isle of Wight, obut
I have no other hiscory.

#i0 J. Shipley & Sons Stourport-on-Severn Walker 1923

Thiz was one of the lust seis to be built by Walkers, being electrically driven from
the swern. It was delivered to J.W. Iletcher of Caxdiff in 1923, and from him passed
to Ted llobson, of Leicester, in about 1939, William Gallagher boughtv the set in 1946
and travelled it fer a fairly long period, reselling it in 1968 to Albert Thomas of
Reading. Jauwes Sihipley later acquired iv for his Stourport amusement park, and I am
told it has been there since about 1975. It would be especially interesting to know
what ergan was with this set when acquired by Gallaghers, as an 80 key Gavioli Trump-
¢t Barrel organ was bought by a Leeds collector from Gallaghers a few years ago. I
don't ihink that Gallaghers have ever had any other machine which might have housed
an orgaa,

10
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G4t Collins Drothers Barry Island Allchin

Another rarity, this unusual Allchin built set was hought only a few years ago Ly
Collins from a member of the Forrest family. The only otiher previous owner Kknown 1is
G. Billing, so a good opportunity for any member familiar with this ride when owned
by Forrests to fill in some details. The only other point worthy of mention at pres-
ent is that some fine Anderson horses are still with this machine.

Collins Bros. 3-abreast, Barry Island, May, 1974. (M.A. Swmi th.

Gh2 Jonn Crole Portheawl Savage 1890

Ihi; set is thought to have been deliversd new to one of the Danters, possibly in
1395, with Savage 5% centre engine no. 657 ("DORIS") and 3 organ engine no. 656.
iliese engines are now owned by an enthusiast in Lincolnshire. The ride passed to
Porthcawl Recreations Ltd., at some point before the Second World War, at which time
it 5111l had its Savage centre engine, and Gavioli organ. It passed to Croles post-
war, but has remained in situ, basically unchanged, except for the removal of engine
and organ.

G43 Sketchleys Aberavon ?

Ihis set is to be seen in the Miami Beach amusement park at Aberavon, where it has
now been since its purchase in 1974 from John Crole, Barry Island. On arrivel et
Aberavon 1t looked s illustrated here, but since tiien medernisation has changed its
appearaace somewhat. A string of previous owners are thought to irnclude (in reverse
order) Botton Bros., Mannings, Whizeleggs, and Baraks, but there is still a lot to be
sorted out.

Glida Days Aberavon Tidman

iloused in a litile space at lhe rear of the family's arcade, this musi surely be one
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of the finest permanent site sets in the country, A 42' twelve section: rmachine, it
was previously owned by Alf Pettigrove, who travelled 1{ arvund Lunden < hent. Tae
late Jumes Day acquired the ride in the 192C's, and it has bheen with tie fanily ever
since. Little of the original machine now remeins; exteasive rebuilding has taken
place over the years, but it is still all weod - no fibreglass!: The centre engzine
was resoved shortly after the war, and new horses were also fitted ahouz 1he saxc
time, as the originals had been destroyed. The magnificient 89 key Gavioli organ is
still in the centre of ‘the machine.

Sketchley's J-abreast, Miami Beach, Aberavon, 1974. (M.t Suirh

G45 J. Shipley & Sons Dray ton Mauor Park Savage 1601

I am told that there are no less thau cighteen places with the nwae Dearton in the
Gazevteer, su for those wio are not fomiliar with this sile I sheuld poiit ey thd
Drayton Manor is Ghree miles South West of Tamworth, Staffs. Now mck .o he sci iz
this site. It was delivered new in 1901 to Rickard Wall - father of “Wull Lres., ind
Grandfather of the present Jehu Wall, sur. When ir Wall weni to cokilect tien {yan
Savages at King's Lynn, he wes allowed to open them ut Lyrn, and be earacd j

ough money to have them transported by rail to Farnborough for their officiil Ti:
opening.

In 1940-1 they were sold to Dan Buker (Mrs Doris Wall's father) fox . M
travelled them for a coupie of secasons, and in aboul 1945 tihey wore so Rerles

Evans, in Wales. later still they were acquired by WWhaymans, the i
mea. The present owner bought the machine from Whaymans, and pui =
Drayton. It is believed thut much of the original machine has beeu reillic:id Jualow=
ing fire damage.

A0 28 Ri.C TWJse at

-

It is thought that the ride was powered iy Savage 6 centre eagine no 774 winn
new,

.
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(O Butlinag L. Pwllheli Savage 18G5

This ser was delivered new in 1895 to J. Jennings, jur. It was fitted wiih Savage
5% centre engine no. 027, and 3 organ engine no. 624, W. Nichols acquired the ride
in 1919, and it waos he that added the excellent Marenghi organ — reputed to be one
of the finest ever huilt — which now lies sdaly derelict in the set at Clarence Pier,
Southsea (G30).

The machine and orgzan next passed to S. Manning (¢ 1938), and it was during the
war years that it acquired massive rounding boards, and was redecorated in Pink and
White. This got it ihe nickname of “The VWedding Cake", not surprisingly! The ride
was sold to . Mumby of Cleechorpes in 1947, but didn't stay there long, being sold
to Walter Coneley in 1950. At Easter 1951 the engine was sold to Miss Sally Beach,
and it is still fitted to her former set (Gl). This and Noyces' famous set stood
uext to eacg other atv a few places in the mid-50's - an interesting sight, no doubt.
In 1957 Butlins purchased the machine, and it now stands (as far as I know) in their
Pvllheli camp. The organ engine is thought now to be in King's Lynn museum.

GY7 Trust llouse Fortes lthyl Savage 1596

There is now so little of this set remaining as original that it is difficult, if not
very nearly inpossible, to trace its true origins. I believe it to be the set deliv-
ered new to Miss Maggie Collins in 1896, with Savage 5% ceantre engine no. 664, and 3
organ engine no. 662, The set was acquired from Miss Maggie in about 1940, and has
stood at Rhyl since then. The centre truck has been replaced by an ex-WD radar iruck,
and now the only part of the original machine to remain is the centre pole and top
gearing. The horses, rounding boards, etc. are fibreglass, and were cast by Harle,
Peel & Co. of South Shields. Tae present decor is by R.W. Weston.

G Arthur Barnard Coiwyr. Bay Tidman 5

1 know very little about this machine, exccuot that it wus previously owned by Pat

Cellins, jnr.. who also bad it ot Colwyn Bay for some time, before it passed to

Arthur Barnard. The cenure pole is now mounied on a frame, so there is no cenire >
truck, but it is believed that the ride was built by Tidmans of Norwich.

Wilkies' 3-abreast, Palace Amusement Park, New Brighton, February, 1977. (M.A. Smith




49 George Wilkie New Brighton Walker 1910

This is a superb set, being extremely ornate, and in beautiful condition, as it has
been housed indoors for many years, It was delivered new in 1910 to J. Smith, and a
string of owners since then include W.E. & D. Smith, Chipperfields, Wallis's, and th
present owners, Wilkies. The set houses an 89 key Verbeeck organ, one of the larges-
built by that firm, and thought possibly to be the one recorded on some of those fam-
ous 78's, subject of much correspondence in the "World's Fair" last vear. The horses
one of which ecarries the carved initials of their first owner, are a set made by And-
ersons of Bristol, and there are also a few cockerels fitied.

G50 Sunnysands Leisure Southport Walker

One of the worst machines of an otherwise excellent selection to be found at South-
port's Pleasureland amusement park. It has stood here since about 1950 when Martlanc
Bros. (the previous owners ) bought it from a showman in the Leeds area. The only
other point I have of interest is that it was rebuilt by Savages in 1958, whith acc—
ounts for the Savage centre in this Walker set,

G51 Trust House Fortes Morecambe Modern Products

A recent machine, although I am not sure of the delivery date, formerly housed in the
Golden Mile Centre at Blackpool. The ride was moved to the Winter Gardens Park at
Morecambe in Winter 1976-7, where it replaced an older set which has now disappeared.
Virtually the whole of the machine is aluminium and fibreglass.

G52 G« Nicholson Morecambe Maxwell

Being one of the few places to have to sets of gallopers, it is strange that both of
the Morecambe sets are of recent manufacture. This set stands on the Pleasure Beach
site, further along the promenade to the above. Maxwells were only responsible for
this single set, which was delivered new to Frankie Codona at Ayr. I will not pass
further comment on the appearance of this machine, but anyone who has seen it will
understand that it is only included for the sake of completeness!

G53 Butlins Ltd. Ayr ?

The first known owner of this set was Bert Searle, who sold it to Joe Stevens in the
mid-50's. After a couple of seasons it was replaced by G13, and sold to Butlins.
The rounding boards have recently been redecorated by Fred Fowle.

MEMBERSHIP LIST

This is currently being prepared, following many enquiries from members, and will be
published late July/early August. To offset printing and postage costs, copies will
be available at the fully inclusive price of 20p each to PAID UP MEMBERS ONLY. It is
our intention to revise the list annually, and it will include members' names, addr-
esses, and interests. It is hoped that this will encourage exchange of information
and ideas between members with similar interests, and also meetings between members
living in the same area., As always, please make cheques & P.0.s payable to the
Fairground Association.

* *

Committee Meeting:

There will be a committee meeting on Saturday, 5th August, in the secretary's flat

in Disley. All committee members and area representatives are asked to attend if
possible; please let the secretary know if you will be able to come or not. There
are several topics to discuss, and if you have an item to place on the agenda, please
contact the Chairman. If the business can be sorted out quickly it should be poss-
ible to do a tour of some Lancashire fairs later in the day.
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CROW “"CORONATION” SCOLD

As it was when new, in John Barker's ownership, 1937. (Fairground Society.
B s

This fine machine was sold by Crows late in May this year; the new owners being
Armroyd Lane, and the ride now being in the care of Harry Wigfield., It was delivered
to and build up at Luong Marston airfield by Crows, and it was there that it made its
first official opening with its new owners, at the Wild West show held there over the
veckend of 3rd-4th June. This event was an unfortunate disaster, to the disappoint-
ment of the showmen, many of whom had travelled long distances to attend. It should
be pointed out that this event was not organised by Harry Wigfield to compete with
the local guild fair at Chipping Campden, and the business wan who was responsible
has since conveniently disappeared!

Since Long Marston, the ride has appeared at the Danbury Traction Engine Rally,
and the only other planned appearances for this year, to date, are Fairford Rally,
Gloucestershire, and Ironbridge (dates should be checked in the "Vorld's Fair").

A possible further outing will be to the Stourpaine Bushes rally in September.

The Maxwell-built replacement is, I understand, nearing completion, and should
be delivered mid July. I am told that this new machine is-also a three hill, similar
to the old Coronation which has seyved the family so well all these years. It is
interesting to note (hat the three hill bottom was originally an idea of Mr Jomes
Crow, snr., and the ride was based on this by Orton & Spooners. Crows could not
afford such a machine when it was built new in 1937, so it was delivered to John
Barker who travelled it in the Eastern Counties., It{ was returned to Ortous when
about 18 wonths old, and it was then that Crows decided to buy it.

L
#
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Sid Squires & Sons” Noahs Ark
A short history by Paul Angel

Following the recent article as an introduction to Noah's Arks, and before the in-
depth study is completfed, there may be room for a small study of an individual mach-
ine, which I think will prompt a further line of investigation.

The ride in question is the Noah's Ark Speedway now owned by Sid Squires & Sons.
Following a lengthy talk with its present owner at Malvern Easter Fair last year, I
gathered that it had previously been owned by Sutton Bros., and I was directed te Wor-
cester Fair with the aim of seeking out Mr larry Sutton.

During an extremely informative talk with him I was told that it wae built by
R.J. Lakin, and was delivered direct to Aberavon, to be built up for the first time on
the sands there in 1932. The metal work of the ride arrived by rail in open coal
trucks from Scotland, while the wooden parts were sent up from London. It was said
that the machine was erected without any difficulty, despite having been built by two
seperate manufacturers some distance apart. The total cost of the ride at that time
was £1750. I assume that the metal parts were actually built by Maxwells, but I do
not know what arrangements existed between these manufacturers.

When originally delivered the decoration of the roundings and shutters was of the
usual jungle scenes, with the front depicting a Ben !fur chariot racing scene. However
at a later date the roundings and shutters were redecorated with motoreycle racing
scenes as can be seen on the accompanying photograph.

This ride, like many others, operated throughout the war under total blackout,
with a tent being erected at the front of the ride, in which a selection of stalls
were housed.

In about 1959 the ride was acquired by the Squires family, sinecc when a consid-
erable amount of modernisation work has taken place. The original rounding boards
bave been cut down und redecorated, the roof has been lowered (a move the owner reg-

Sid Squires & Sons' Noah's Ark, Gloucester Barton Fair, October 1977. (M.A. Smith
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rets), a new paybox by Jacksons fitted, and several other less noticeable changes.
Iurther improvements are planned to keep the machine up to date; one of the most
¢bvicus will be fitting of a set of fibreglass "Easyrider" mounts to replace the an-
imals and motorcycles.

») O &

JIM LAWSON TALKS TO:

WALTER BATES

It was a rare occasion when Walter Bates, senior, invited me into his trailer in my
hame town of Syston, four miles north of Leicester, on a Sunday morning in June.
Rare, becgus=e Syston is one of the few places he travels to outside of the city of
Leicester. 'The reason for this is that the Bates' have the rights and privileges to
all corporation odned property and parks in the city limits, and with several large
couneil liousing estates and their surrounding areas it is not uncommon to only travel
five miles and open for ten days for a new set of punters. In fact their total mile-
age during 1977, ineluding visits to Burton-on-Trent, Oadby racecourse, linckley, and
Syston, amounted teo only 170.

Walter, sor., and his wife Margaret have been travelling around Leics., Notts,
zad Deby area for about 35 years now, except for a period during the war when they
lived in Middlesex., Many of the sites they travel to were also attended by Walter's
father (also Walter), who was born in 1882, and died at the ripe old age of 90. His
first ride was a pony driven roundabout, which was later converted to a steam centre
eagine, and eventually sold. Ile then travelled with various stulls including a coco-
nut sheet.

Going buek to the present Wulter, snr.; his first machine was an Autodrome, which
hs subseouently exchanged for an Ark (see CoT no. 3), this was bought from Mableth-
orpe. During the following years three more rides and two sons featured predominant-
v in the lives of Walter and his wife Margaret. Mrs Bates is one of nine children
born to another well-known Midland family, the Barkers.

The Ark was eventually sold, and was replaced by an Octopus which was acquired
fvom Bert Stocks, o relative of Mrs Bates. This also was sold, the present owner
being Alfie Barwick of the Yorkshire section. Following the (ctopus came a Waltzer
and a Twist. These two machines passed to eldest son Pilly, although the Waltzer has
recently been sold 1o Jam Whiting.

Both sons are now married; Billy being married eight years, and Walter, jnr.,
five years. When Billy was married, I was invited to attend the reception at the
Bounty Hotel in the centre of Hinckley, in the compary of Reg Turlington of Leicest-
er. [uring the afterucon, Reg und I took turns at the keyframe of his tuneful Bruder
friv creon, enctertaining the puests as well as interested passers by. A dance with a
bind and disco followed with about three hundred people attending throughout the afi~
ernson and cvening.,

Apparently Walter, jnr's, wedding was an even more grand affair at the Leicester
Pust House, This was attended by television personalities who were involved in the
TV documentary {rom the series "A Kind of Freedom", f{ilmed in 1974. Walter, jnr.,
merried loco! Leicestor girl Ann larding who then worked as a knitwear designer.

They tried to settle down in "civvy street", living in a flat, but after eleven months
s a demolition worker, he returned to the family business, He now owns a juvenile
erd his wifs ba= a candy floss.

Although Mr and Mrs Rates, snr., are grandparents to three children, they still
maintain an active part in the business with Walter running a juvenile, and Margaret
& canteen. During our chat they proudly showed me various newspaper cuttings and
letters Crom eharitivs, whom they had helped by giving free rides to handicapped chil-
drea at rheir run of fairs.
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JOHN POWELL'S “SHOWTRAC”
by Barry Brown

A vehicle which has always atiracted a great deal of interest on the faircrounds -s
the Scammell "Showtrae", which is probably the most famous of dicsel tructors in
have been used by showmen. A little known example of the "Showirac" is still being
used regularly here in the North-East by the Powell family with their awusements at
South Shields Amusement Park.

The "Showtrac" was delivered to the late John Powell on the 21st May, 1943, und
was registered CU 40067, It was purchased to use with an Orton & upunnvr Speeduay.
but finished its travelling days with Powells' Dodgems around 1902 The tractor vas
fitted out with the familiar roller-shutter coach-built body enclosing a large dynamo
and winch which it still carries. It can also be considered as being ratlier unique
as it was the only "Showtrac" to have been owned and itravelled bv a showman this far
North. IHoudley's did use o purposs built Scammell traector arowa! the North=fast bt
this was some yenrs before the genuine "Showtracs". Although Powells no Ionger trav-
el, the tractor still puts in a full days work, generating for Jack Peweil's Chuir—
o-planes, and attracts much attention from panters,

Unfortunately the tractor's original smart paintwork and lettering had to be
painted over with a mure protective paint as the rea air was damaging the bodywork,
but on a recent visit to the park I found that the tractor's paintwork Lad been
tidied up and it had also been reletiered. It may not be in gleaming showroom cor-
dition, like certaia Anderton & Rowland exum)leé but it is in original conditvion,
and like the other "Showtracs" still working it is capable of a full days work.
Lastly, the Scammell is the pride and joy of th» Powell family, and is definiiely
NOT FOR SALE!

MELBOURMNE, COXES /AR
RB, BILLERIGRAY E&SME:7.
TEL. BILLERICAY L < 7 %
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FAIRGROUND ASSOCIATION

Please send us any interesting articles or letters from

Fisherman’s
story

SIR — The tendency for
fishermen to exaggerate is
well known, and there is
more than a whiff of
hyperbole in the Worcester
and District United Ang-
lers Association’s com-
plaints to the racecourse
management committee

Fair unfair
to anglers
—claim S

THE FAIR is being unfair . . . at least that's the
claim local anglers are making Afainst the funfair g:: Pitcg:mhsas reported
recently pitched on the centre of Worcester race- % is incredible that a

course. bunch of men who, in other

A letter from the Wor-
cester and District United
Anglers' Association was
read oul (o the city's racing
committee complainin
about the problems crea
by the fair — which they
c%e was no fun at all.

letter said the fair-
ground vehicles had
churned up the access road
to the bu u{g used by the
anglers and that stalls had
also blocked the right of

way,

I{ was also claimed that
the condition in which the
access road had been left,
had led to broken exhaust
pipes on some anglers’
vehicles, :

The committee agreed
that, with the centre of the
course due to be open soon
for caravans, it was neces-
sary for the road lo be
repaired and surfaced and
the city enginesr is to be
asked Lo have the work com-
pleted as s00n as possible,

It was also agreed to
make recommendations for
the size of future fairs to be
scaled down and for proper
supervision to ensure that
access roads are not
blocked.

o
=
12/4/78

22/4/78 B

Worcester Evening News

circumstances, would
claim to be able to cast a
line within an inch of its
intended spot could not
pilot their vehicles along
an access road through the
fair which was being com-|
fortably navigated daily byl
oil tankers servicing the
showmen’s generators.
. As to the supposed condi-
tion' in which the access
road was left, the fair's
organiser, Mr Billy Wat-
kins, has been the lessee of
the Easter Fair for a quar-
ter of a centuﬁy_now and
his record of living up to
the obligations of thef
tenancy will bear
examination. Damaged
exhausts usually result
from careless driving or,
more to the point, corro-
sion of a terminal nature.

It would be grossly
unfair if the anglers’ aile-
ations were to lead to the
showmen being discri-
minated against, as has
been suggested: Pitcheroft
1S an amenity for all and,
regardless of the ambi-
tions of certain sections of
the community, should be
managed in a spirit of

tolerance.

DOWNIE

Chairman,

The Fairgrpund

Association of

Great Britain

Holly Court, Frome.

Somerset.

The address of Kevin Scrivens was unfor tunately omitted from the end of his article
on Arks which appeared in our last issue. Anyone wishing to correspond on this
subject, or on Moonrockets, or any other subject, should note that his address is:

25 Marmion Road,

Southsea,

Hants.
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your local paper for inciusion in future issues
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BARTLETTS  FAR
Reminiscenses by Ted Wyatt

"A11 the fun o' the fair." "Trv your luck sir,” was the cry that was heard over 50
vears ago as you eniersd the Bartletts' [airground, onc of the fairs cthat travelled
"from Fordingbridge in ilampshirve" and covered the Southern towns and villages from
140 until 1939,  As you eniered the tober, you were confronted by the striker cap-
ped by ihie Fleur-do-lys 40 - 50ft. above; this was manned by one of the Conelley
family. Over on the left the coconut shie = "Come on sir. Only the best coconuts.
four bails o peany."” The naphtha lumps flickered in the wind, with their train of
smoke whispering off into the night air.

On to the side shows - Dunty-pull-a-string, Pick-a-straw. I believe betiween
these there was & toflee apple stall of Mrs Manley's (fifty-odd years is a long
time &gol), then there was o sei of six swing Loats. Around the top end, ithe gem
of the fuir: Partlett's famous set of gallopers and cbariots, with its glass-cased
organ, barrel converted to book; with its Tidman.engine giving power to this "New
Forest Stud". The beautiful ornate roundings, with their excellent carvings and
artistic hunting scenes, the arc lamps glowing white, und old Dick shovelling the
coel into tha hungry firebox. I've seen the old set doing more than her B rpa after
Dick had had a few pints, and before calling "lurry up for the last ride tonight".
Vick, at o ripe cld age, had his last ride a couple of years ago, and is missed by
manv. A cheracter to be remembered wiih his old broken clay pipe always in his
=mouth.

Down {he other side, the shootinyg saloon. At one time the water balls and
moving animnl torgets here were propelled by a steam boiler and pump at the side.
Darts, wvings, skittles, Aunt Sally's, and a forture telling van followed. Through
the centre the hoopla, roll-a-penny and the spinner, with the centre pole support-—
ing an wirship with a propellexr drawing it ~ound and round on a long arm.

Above ail this was the crazy smelli of coal, stean and hot oil which was a lure

Bartletts' 3F-abreast. (Fairground Society.




for any steam cngine devotee, ALf Bartlett, Joames his father, and his brothers bhe-
fore him, had the foliowing engines at one time or another:

Burrell no. 1470 1290 "PRIDE OF THE SOUTI 7hp, single cylinder

Burrell mno. 1909 1599 "MAJLSTICY 8hp, SCC. MO 5558
Burrell no. 1433 1859 "TUE RAMBLER" 7hp, S/C N0 54539
Burrell no. 3413 (1912) "PUILADELPIIA" OLp, compound CR 5329
Burrell mno. 39006 1921 "EARL BEATTYY 5hp, compound CR 3850
Fowler no. 14862 "EXCELSIOR" 7hp, compound LW 2255
*Burrell uo. 3621  (1914) "EXCELSIOR" BP 6133

Notes = ' now "EVENING STAR" owned in preservation by Monty Thackray
“ this was a conversion from a gemeral purpose engine

Abrabam Conelley had Fowler no. 9971, a class D2 5hp eugine, reg. no. HO 56355,
and Tasker B2 tractor no. 13261 "LITTLE GIANT", reg. no. AA 115, whose front wheels
used to pop off the ground if the hand on the regulator was too heavy.

With these boyhood memories of "Bartleti's Fair" over fifty years ago, I dec~
ided to build the fairground as it was then, to a scale of 13" = 1'. The centre
truck and the Tidman centre engine are well under way, but more specific data is
required. Any information relating to the fair in general will help oy research
and construction. Any photographs would be {reated with great care, and if perm-
itted, a copy taken, and the criginal returned.

I understand that some time between 1956 and 1959, the roundabout was bought
and built up by Doubledays at the Kursaal, Southend-on-Sea. I feel sure aany det-
ailed photographs of this set must have been taken. If you have one, and have found
this article interesting, piease don't forget fellow member Ted Wyatut, of 56 Newtowa
Road, Eastleigh, Hants,

It is by this kind of fellowship in our Association that enables aud encourages
us to press on and achieve au accurite model of this grand old machine.

SATELLITE RIGDIFIED

One interesting modification noted recently was the ficting of fiureglass hoods

to the Satellite of Lancasliire section showman and Association member, Michael
Wallis. This is the first time that hoods have been fitted to this type of mach-
ine in this country, although I believe the idea is not uncommon abroad. The
hoods, whicli cover alternate cars, look extremely smart, and offer :le gunters
some protection when the weather is wet. The modification was carried uut by
Pollards, of Ilkeston, who both made and fitted them, the job being carried out

to their usual high standard. Michael tells me he is very pleased with them. and
I wonder if the idea will catch on, as did the fitting of canopies’over iwist cars,
octopus cars, etc.

Pollards are now nearing completion of their first nine car Flyving Coaster,
which will shortly be delivered to Bill Knightley, for his permanent site at Towvn,
near Rhyl. Two more Coasters will follow, one for Billy Crow, and the second for
James Mallors.,

CENTURY OF TOCBERS

Back copies:

These are still available:
No. 1 o= lop
No, 2 =~ 25p g prices are inclusive of P&P to members.
No. 3 - 30p

-
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Heon Taylor takes a ook at:
"THE STUDT FAMILY"

)P tiie mauy famouns pumes= in showland nene can be mere enterprising than that of STUDT.
Orer the pas¢t few weeksz or so 1 have been doing a little research on the family, and
hiave been amcezed a e great number of rideg, engines, ete. that they have had., Of
evuree Lt is vors difficult to obtain exact dates when dealing with events of up to
20, antl would tharefore welcome any corrections or comm-

-
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ere were originally three brothers: Henry, John and Jacob. They were well
establisbed long bhelore the tury of the century. Duripg the 1880's the brothers were
o rating such muchines as Seca-on-Land, Tunnel Railways, Bicycle rides, Three Abreasts
ats Steam Switchbacks, and Jacob was well-known, ut least in later years, as being the
1.5t 10 own 4 Showvman's engine, the Burrell no. 1451 "MONARCH",
gy 1890, dohn, on selling his three abreast, sequired his no. 1 four abreast.

rry too had @ now four abreast, the fumous "Zo8logical" machine, new in 1900, some

iz vnars sfror aeouiring Barrell no. 2058 "KING EDVARD VITY, which he used for 35
voeors.  Sacdob in tbhe meantine bad houpht himself the Burrell 1909 "MAJESTIC" in 1896,
al Fowler 8725 "EAERIL ULLERT In 1901; the vear after he opened his two wagon front-

Hivscope with %7 kev Govioli orwun.

In 100%-5-0 Jacvb openad a new muchine each year. Firstly a Walker-built four
alroast, followed by a lelicr Skelter, then a Savige-built Motor Switchback. .During
: e Fowlers Q911 "RIUE BEARD", 9591 "QUEEN ALEXANDRA" and

ke also acquired 1!y
NG EDWARD").

) el ( lator regpmed

B the rurn of the century John Stadt had acquired some three Switchbacks, and
ur abpensts.  In 1005 he exchasaged a Tunnel Railway for a' set of Bicycles. Late

v U004 came o lielter Skelter, folleved the nevt year by a new Savage Motor Car Switch-
hutic, H :';n; tiis time e also had Fowler 39210 "CORONATION" and the first of the fam-
CUs aduirales TAIMIDAL TONGUY

Haniry Studt's Zoological h-abreast, Cardiff, 1911, (W.H. icAlpine
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It was either in 1902 or 1906 that Henry put into service a brand new Savage
Motor car Switchback, with 87 key Gavioli organ later replaced by a large Marenghi.
This ride was later sold to Hadfields. Fowler 9391 "HIS MAJESTY" was acquired new in
1904,

Nothing much seems fo have changed then until 1910, when, until the outbreak of
World War I, perhaps more changes took place than in any other period of the history
of the family., Two new engines came to Jacob in 1910: Burrell 3177 "THE GADIATOR"
and Fowler 11845 "PROGRESS". These were followed by Burrell 3279 "PRINCE ALBERT" in
1911 and Burrell 3371 "LORD GEORGE" in 1912, In 1914 two more Fowlers were purchased:
13048 "MONS STAR' and the unamed 13092. Also that year Jacoh's son Jacob, jnr., ac-
quired a new Burrell 3579 UMONARCH" . ,

Ride wise, their Venetian Gondolas were sold to Swales Forrest in 1910, Next yeal
at Lynn Mart they opened a new Savage Scenic, followed by a Joy Wheel in 1912, and
around 1913 a second Scenic was acquired. President Kemps "Dreamland'" Marenghi was
bought in 1915 to replace the Gavioli in the Four abreast. This was around the time
that Jacob, jor., acquired a Savage Motor Scenic.

John acquired his second Admiral in 1907, "ADMIRAL BERESFORD" (Fowler 11044 ),
and a Cakewalk in 1908, "ADMIRAL FISHER" came new in 1909, with a Joy Wheel in 1911.
The next year came the unfortunate death of Mr John Studt.

Henry Studt bought the Fowler 11826 "GEORGE V' new in 1910, together with a new
98 key Marenghi. New Scenic Motors were put into service in 1912, followed the next
year by a Joy Wheel.

Two more engines were new, one in 1912: Fowler 12438 "LADY MARGARET", and later
Burrell 3599 "KITCHENER". Dragons replaced the Motors in the early 1920's, when Bur-
rell 3948 "JOHN BULL" was new. Mr Henry Studt died in the mid-20's. I'm afraid I
can't put a date on Mr Jacob, sur's, death, but Mr Jacob, jnr., died during the Second
World War.

NORTH OF THE BORDER

with Stewart Thom

As you will probably know, the highlight of the year for Scottish showland is Kirk-
caldy Links Mart, which is the longest and oldest street fair in Europe. A few of
our English members made a pilgrimage up on Saturday, 22nd April, and we had a small
rally. Present were Barry Brown (Darlington), Chris Russell (Devon), Michael Smith
and Alison Hopkins (Cheshiro), and myself., We were slightly short of time, because
of the travelling time for people coming long distances.

Scotland has now got a brand new Cobra, owned by Thomas Wilmot. I have not yet
actually met up with is machine, but I do know that there has already been a spot of
trouble with the hydraulic motors, and had to be returned to the manufacturers to be
fixed, Thos. Wilmot's old machine, Scotland's only Swirl, is now in the hands of Joe
Taylor, and this is probably the worst machine of its type in Britain. However, it
is going to have a lot of work put into it by its new owner, so I hope to see quite
an improvement in it next season. Another new machine to Scotland is Stanley Codona's
Satellite, and again I haven't seen it yet, but I am told it is only two years old.

By the time vou read this, Nathaniel Codona's Spee&way will have lost its imp-
ressive "Famous Codona's" type front. The paintwork on this front is believed to be

original, ¢1930, and I am sorry to see it go, as none of the more modern fronts are
quite like it.

I have already visited more fairs this season than I had done in my whole life
up until =ix months ago, and have now got an idea of the pattern of the Scottish
travelling vear. In March and April there are a lot of fairs which stay for a long
period of about a month., This has been the case for many years now, but many of the
showmen feel that trade would benefit by the duration of the fairs been reduced.




Then, after Kirkcaldy, there are a lot of three week fairs af ter which come the
run of one week fairs in late May and all of June, which support various gala days.
In July, most fairs are at seaside resorts, to take advantage of the holiday trade.
The season rounds off with fairs which support Highland games and Agricultural shows,
which are generally in August,

I look forward to visiting more fairs throughout the summer, and will keep you
all informed of any interesting developments,

MOONROCKETS IN GERMANY

German member Michael Bonhoff has also been able to contribute something to our
quest for information on Moonrockets. It seems that the ride has had similar
problems in Germany, and I think many have been broken up, being no longer com-—
petitive. It is not easy to get information on their manufacture, as the major
ride building cities of Germany are now in the East. It would appear, though,
that the machine definitely originated in Germany, as he sent me a photocopy of
a page of advertisments from the "Hamburger Anzeiger" dated 14/15 November, 1936.
i In the top left hand corner is a ad which reads "Sensation! Brand New: Rocket
: Ride to the Moonl!". The machine was presented by showman Carl Bohm, and seems
likely to have been the one seen by John Hoadley. It was probably one of the
- first Rockets built in Germany, as Michael tells me all new rides attended the
Dom fair, as it was, and still is, the last important fair of the season.

Michael goes on to say: Last year there were still two modernised versions
mnd of the old Moonrocket travelling in the Northern parts of Germany. Both were
advertised for sale at about £20,000. As the space theme has now been adopted by
the more advanced rides, such as "Moonlift", "Skylab" and "Enterprise", the above
. mentioned Rockets were fitted with new bob-sleighs, received a winter sports theme,
and were named "Bob-Bahn'" and "St Moritz-Bahn'.

VERKAUFE »SEESTURMFLUTBAHN«

e 18 m @, TUV 1877 Minchen, komplott reisefertig fGr Salson 1975, mit
Pack- und GerAtewsgen. Preis n Vereinbarung,

Zu besichtigen vom 1. bis 11, Mai in Schlofiborn/Taunus bei Konigetein

Another cutting was also enclosed showing an advertisement from the German
showmen's journal "Der Komet" in 1975. A photograph shows a machine called the
Tidal Wave Ride, which appears to be a modified Rocket. As all the German rockets
it has an open top, and 15 pivoted cars were arranged around the inclined circular
platforms. At high speed the boats swung outwards like Mont Blanc cars, but were
longer than Blanc cars, and the passengers sat facing one another. Unfortunately,
Michael does not know the date of manufacture, so is not able to say whether a
German showman applied William Codona's idea to his ride, or vice versa. The ride
e was completely rebuilt for the 1975 season, and had an overall diameter of about

521,



Fahe i BOVENTRY 1861-1978
ert E. Davies

~tiongh the age of steam on fairgrounds had disappeared before the period covered by
#ls ariicle, the zcene even in this small town is cver changing. Up to 1961, apart
from the war years, fairs were held in the Recreation Ground on New Street every July
and October, the latter being the Mop fair which into the High Street and Market Place
¢ri three successive Wednesdays originally, and returncd to the Recreation Ground in
the intervening perind. Gradually, unlike Banbury and Stratford-on-Avon that still
aeld fairs in the streets during October, Daventry's last Mop fair in the High Street
tcox place on 23rd October, 1963.

o
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It was decided to ban fairs from the Recreation Ground after the ground got very
cturned vp during a very wet pull off; I have it on record that the July, 1966, fair
wes held on the Ree., the October fair in 1906 tricd a new site on the 0ld Railway
Station (wods Yard, which did not seem very successful. In 1967 the Daventry Swim-—
mimy Poel car park, was used, but due to the opening period of the Swinming Pool, the
fairs were then held in April (instead of July) and October.

Rides at the July fairs, held under the Henry J. Thurston banner, varied very .
litite Jor a2 number of years, consisting the lessees Dodgems and Meteorite Rockets,
supported by Willium Thursson's Waltzer. lenry J. Thursion at the time had a couple |
of D tructors: ANH 975 and MPD 767 "LONDON PRIDE", plus a Cressley ANH 23 and an
Aibion G50 343, William Thurstoen used a Scammell YW 9861 and a Leyland GO 7812. I
192% =aw ILJ. Tharston’s Dodgems (the Rocketis having bheing sold), H. Parrish's Swirl |
and 4. Scarrott's Getopus. %906 saw F. Thompson's Chairoplanes at the July fair. l

The last 30 rvars luve seen quite a selection of different Riding Masters at
Daventry, including W.G. Webb {Flanagan's Fairs), J.T. Wyatt,-J. Coles, J. Manning
(Wyhozton), Thurston Bros., Stanley “Wuston, J. Appleton, C. Farrell, J. Scarrott,
€. tooch, K, Emmest, P, Manming, and E. Prateley.

Henry J. Thurston's Meteorite Rockets, at Daventry. !
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l H.J. Thurston's Albion tractor, HNH 934F, at Daventry.

J. Scarroti & Sons took over the H.J. Thurston civeuit when LEST retired from
travelling, also HJ['s Dodgems and Albiv= tractsor HNHI 984F which he travslled along
with his Octopus. The Octopus has since been sold tv J.H. Mellors, and replaced by u
Waltzer obtained from T. Gallaghexr of Il1ll,

NOTTS & DERBY EVENTS

Notts & Derby area representative Jim Lawson tells me that he has finally been
given the go-ahead for a model and phote exhibition at Johu Storer House Community
Centre. This will toke place on the Saturday ol Loughboroupgh Charter Fair, and
John Storer llouse is conveniently situated in the town centre, alongside ground
normally occupied by Armstrongs. The exhibition will nccupy about 4 of a large
ball, the remsinder of which will b2 used for the serving of refreshments.

Anyone wishing io help with the exhibition, either hy providing material or
models for display, or by waking themselves svailable for a few hours during the
event, should contact Jim direct. Eutry forms will shortly he available, and all
enquiries should he directed to 11 Merion Avenue, Srston, Leicester.

Jim also points out that Charnwood Borough Council has put a 15% increase en
rents for the Charter Fair this year, which will bring in another £540. ilowever,
this is likely to ba reflected in bigher prices on rides, etc.

Other events planned in the Notts & Derby area arc a stand at the Rempstone
Traction Engine Raliy, and a stand at the Hivckley T.E.R. Jim has been lucky in
having been offered help by Bob Thompson, also of Leicester, who will be taking
along items from his own collection, which should prove of great interest. For
anyone interested, Hob currently has on exhibition in Blackmol a selection of
pn2iers, programmes and photes from his collection, though | believe these are
meirly on the theme of the Theatre.
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1.2, BOCHET CONVERSION

Lancashipe Section showman and member Duvid Wallis has kindly sent me a cutting
crom "Ammsement Business", the American equivalent of our '"World's Fair'. It
shows a photograph of Jerry Bohlander's Super Streaker - which turns out to be a
German built Moourocket, brought to the States in 1939. It was delivered new to
he Charley ¥ ller Amuscment Compauy, put was put in store in later ycars. Jerry
fonnud the ride in store, and has refurbished it with new scenery, sound, etc.

7 think it made its first appearance last year, and seems to have been something

of a success.
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FOVILER  SUAWMANTS  EMGIIES:  Pert 3
by Siephen Smith

In the last few wezks I have been able to devote some time to the peojeci, and @
list of some 1G0 engines has now heen coumpiled. Previous lists, :lwagh not inaccns=
ate, have been amended and I hope a uew list will be available to memhoes shortls.

The mystery of "SIR JUPN FOWVLER" has deepened; it secms that both erpanes 9332 end
9384 were bought ¢1923 by members or relutives of the Anderton & towland famiiies,

The engine which survives passed from G. Anderton to Nelson Noyee, and was number 0582
and NOT 9384 as I had suspected; the latter engine was scrapped iu 14l

It seems a great tragedy that if some engines had not been invelved in cecidents
pho tographs of them might not exist today. One well known accident involved Wilson
Bros. (Scotland) Switchback loads and Fowler 10328 "DAWN OF THE CIXNTULIN™ on Wecler
Bridge, Northumberland, in 1998. The engine, as may be seen on thie¢ photograph, ces-
olished part of the bridge, and ended up balanced precariously on the edge, Tors B
class was rebuilt and luter became llenry Irvin's "ONE OF THE BESI™, wtravelling wisa o
Whale Scenic, together with ex-W.D. Fowler 14114 "TE TIGER". 10322 was one of ihe
few Fowlers to carry an exciter dynamo on the offside belly tank. After the Whales
were destroyed by {ire (how else?{nit travelled with a Swirl and was eventually scvap-

ped.

W. Wilson's Fowler 10328 "Dawn of the Century", with loads, inm accident at Wooler.
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Now to move South. "DHEADNOUGHT", no. 11108, after serving with Jolin Birch, was
used by members of the Cole family from Ilton (ﬂomorset) before pas=zina Lo . Serrrutt
of Kidderminster (Worcs.). The engine now stands derelict at a3 [rage 3t (Fiadring,
near Spalding, Lincs.

No. 11124 "LITTLE ALF" was new to Hall & Proctfor for the la=1 Savace-bollr Steam
Switchback, new iun 319U8. The ongine and ride (which feawred Motor Cars) later yaszed
to Harry Hall along with Fowler 9292 “LORD KITCIHENER”, In 1920 the ride passed 10
Woolls Bros. of Eritk, Kent, who travelled iu until 1938. "R ARy o, 11145 sas

T <
AN o ?.‘bal-xi-

s M
new to Farrar & Tyler, later passing to Tipler White, who reuamec It “FEL
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uent owners included Joe Ling of Doncaster, and

tioned ownership it was used with their Dragon Sc
Motor Scenic, and the one which is supposed to have
tropical scenery.

‘hael A, Collins. In the last men-—
', 2 ride converted from an earlier
oy the first to be fitted with
The ride was destroyed by fire (no! uother!) at Pendlebury in 1947,

"FRIDE OF ERIN" was delivered to its only owner, Wil:.i:am Piper, and was used by
them until scrapped at Hawlbowline. The canopy and brasse: .ow adorn a Lister gener-
ator. This is used, as was the Fowler, to power a beautiful '‘ttle 3-abreast which
Pipers still operate. This set contains a rare Varetto trumpet barrel organ and a
Walker centre and organ engines.

The last engine to be dealt with in this article is 11799 "THEL VICTORY", the sole
survivor of a batch of El class engines new to the War Dept. This unique class in-
corporated a third cylinder with Walschaert valve gear. This engine was used in show-
land by Nelson Noyce, and was a sister engine to "SIR JOHN FOWLER'. "THE VICTORY" is
now owned by Mr L.J. Searle, who also has Burrell 3837 "PRINCE OF WALES",

Finally, I would like to thank Messrs A, Padgett and K. Smith for their invaluable

assistance.

Engine list:

engines bwilt 1905 - 1909

Makers
No. Cla Date Name Owners
10321 BH 1905 BULLER W. Swallow
10323 B6 1905 ADMIRAL TOGO John Studt
WELSH HORSE White Bros.
10324 BO 1905 ENTERPRISE Dabell & Son (Northern Cinema t—
ograph Co.)
Harniess Bros.
W. Starr
10328 B 1905 DAWN OF THE CENTURY Wilson Bros.
ONE OF THE BEST H. Irvin
10329 Bo 1905 ENVOY C. Marshall
K. Johnson
Taylor Bros.
10365 R 1905 - Richardson Bros.
10398 BO 19006 THE ROVER J. Lawrence
10690 Rl 1906 WILLING J. Wingate
C. Wilmot
10693 R1 1906 THE SUN Capt. T. Payne
i T. Ray
S. Barker
10694 R1 1905 EVENING STAR Geo. Biddall
Evans Amusements
10695 j1s| 1906 GENERAL FRENCH J. Brewer
10696 Rl 1906 GEORGE THE FIRST Aspland & Howden
Dagnalls Ltd.
E. Hill
10699 R2 1907 WILLIAM III Wm. Murphy
Walter Murphy
10700 R 1907 ANGLO-SCOT Geo. Green
Horne Bros.
10702 E 1906 - H. Searle
10924 BO 1907 BEATTIE Aaron Pullen
11043 R2 1907 DUCHESS OF NORTHUMBER~
LAND Walter Murphy
L1044 R 1907 ADMIRAL BERESFORD John Studt
W.A. Freeman
11045 Rl 1907 CYMRU AM BYTH W. Haggar
34
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Makers

No. Class Date
11105 A5 1909
11107 A5 1909
11108 A5 1909
11112 A5 1908
11122 Rl 1908
11124 Rl 1908
11125 R2 1908
11126 R2 1908
11127 R2 1908
11302 A7 1910
11368 B6 1908
11416 A4 1908
11419 Al 1908
11440 Rl 1908
11441 R 1909
11442 A5 1908
11544 n2 1908
11445 1 1908
11661 T1 1909
11799 E1 1909

<%

Name

CONQUEST
MONARCH

DREADNOU GHT

LITTLE SHAMROCK

LITTLE ALF
SHAMROCK

OUR FANCY
FELIX

HERO

DREADNOU GHT
SALLY

ESTER

GENERAL WHITE

INDOMITABLE
VICTORIOUS

FLOWER O' DON

EVENING STAR
PRIDE OF ERIN

THE VICTORY

*

G. H. NEWTH
12 EXCELSIOR STREET

WIDCOMBE
um ,BAZ 478

AV¥EN -

P,

Owners

G. Tucker
H. Wildman
J. Evans
W. Shaw
W.H., Church
W. Cole

P. Cole

G. Scarrott
J. Murphy (Dublin)
Mrs Day

Hall & Proctor
Harry Hall

Cox & Cox

T. Whitelegg
Farrar & Tyler

T. White

J. Ling

J. Collins

M.A. Collins
W.H. Marshall

H. Waddington
W.J. Stokes

E. Stokes

T. Ray

H. Barnard

W. Bailey

H. Steel-Parry
White Bros.

T. Drakeley

C. & J. Howard
(Chas. Openshaw)
T.G. Richards

J. Stewart
Taylor & Stewart
A. Evans

C. Culine

J. Beach

Wm. Piper

J. Beach

Nelson Noyce

*

Fowler Works Memorial Appeal

An appeal was launched recently by the Leeds & District Traction Engine Club for
the sum of £3,000 to commemorate the now demolished Steam Plough Works of John
Fowler & Co, Ltd., Leeds, which closed in December, 1973.

John Fowler established this Works in 1861 on the corner of Leathley Road and
Funslet Road, and during its existance it turned out thousands of Road Steam Eng-
ines and many railway engines for use both in this country and around the World.

Probably Fowler's greatest contribution to our National heritage was the doub-
le engine and balance plough system of cultivation which was used in many overseas

countries as well as extensively in this country.

As well as traction engines,

steam wagons, and Showman's road locomotives, Fowlers also built many steam rollers.

(cont,. on back cover-
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SMALL ADS

START A collection of fairground ride
and transport photos (Circus trans-
port also available). Rides are
constantly being replaced, sold, and
vehicles either change hands with
rides or are replaced with more mod-
ern vehicles. Write now for my curr-
ent lists, enclosing SAE to: A.E.
Davies, b4 McKinnell Crescent, Rugby,
Warks, CV21 %4AU,

WANTED: PHOTOS of Scammell "Showtracs"
and other purpose built showman's
tractors. B&W preferred. S.R. Smith,
!22 Carr Lane, Willerby, Hull, HU10
6JX.

FATRGROUND PHOTOS - Superb colour
prints of many machines in many diff-
erent paris of the country. Please
send large SAE for extensive lists -
P.A. Angel, 10 Norton Avenue, Putson,
Hereford, HR2 6DN,

HISTORIC PHOTOS: copies of the L&DTEC
photos used in this publication are
catalogued in the Leeds & District
Traction Engine Club photographic
list. Some 400 vintage photos are
available. Postecard prints 10p each,
Please send large SAE and 20p P.O.
for list and ordering details to:
L&DTEC Photo section, 5 Knightscroft
Avenue, Rothwell, Leeds, LS26 OPF,

Fowler Works Memorial - cont.

Other products included Colliery Wind-
ing engines and Stationary engines,
and latterly Diesel locos and Crawler
tractors.

So that some tangible form of reminder
of the presence of this great engineer-
ing works, its products and its imp-
ortance remain in Leeds - the Steam
Engineering centre of the World - the
Leeds & District TEC have commi:ioned
a memorial, illustrated in the enclos-
ed brochure, to stand on its =irte,
adjacent to and by kind permission of
E.J. Arnold & Son Ltd. who are having
a new printing works built there,

Donations for the memorial should be
sent to the fund's treasurer: \r M.
Clark, 4 Wedgewood Grove, Leeds, LS8
~EG

STOP PRESS

Wilsons have sold their Twist to Roland
Studt. Their new "Zipper" has arrived,
and appears to have become guite an
attraction already. They will shortly
be having a new Dodgem track.

The Fly-o-plane ride from the Southend
Kursaal has now been wodified, and is
heen travelled in the Home Counties by
J. Peters. Built originally by Eyverly,
it is the only one of its kind in this
country.

Albie Rogers Ark, pictured on page 25
is in fact not in original state. It
was rebuilt after fire damage, Billy
Watkin has pointed out, and within
days of distributing the newsletter I
heard the news that Waltzer conversion
was being undertaken.

For those interested in the firm
of Geo. Orton, Sons, & Spooner, of
Burton-on-Trent, a couple of interest-
ing points. Firstly, following the
piece on Moonrockets in the last issue,
Marshall Hill has told us that the
Rocket new to Hill Bros. was in fact
an Orton-built machine, the only one
of that type they ever constructed.
Secondly, it has come to light that
the glass plate negatives for Ortons'
works photos are still around, and
the Association is at present negot—
iating a bulk purchase of copies on
your behalf. These are likely, how-
ever, to be fairly expensive.

One piece of good news for any
one interested in continental rides.
German member Michael Bonhoff has
agreed to contribute a regular series
of articles on various aspects of the
business in Germany, including such
topics as the showmen, the fairgrounds,
continental manufacturers, and Rides,
Shows, and Transport.

Finally, No., 5 should be out in
October, so please get your contrib-
utions in before mid September, if
possible.

M.A. Smith
July 1978
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