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EDITORIAL

well, hcre we are arain, with the 3rd
edition of "Zentury of Tobers". !uch
tas harpened since 1 wrote my last ed=-
itorial: tl'e most important event
teing the meeting at the Birmincham
and 1idland Inetitute in January.

It is, surprisingly, only two months
since that memorable day, and already
we have over one hundred paid up
members! T would like to extend my
own perscnal gratitude to all those
who travelled to Zirmingham, and help-
ed to ¢t the F.A.G.8. off the ground
in real style. I would also like to
extendi a special welcome to our sev—
eral showland members on behalf of

the Association; we appreciate your
suprort, and you can always be certain
of ours.

You will probably have already
noticed a further increase in the
number of pages this time! This is
due to the wonderful response which
we have had to our request for art-
icles ~ please keep it up. I feel,
though, that this is probably the
maximam size it will be possible to
produce for the time being, so future
improvements must be to quality, not
Guariity.

I hope you will also find an
increase in the standard of reprod-
uction of the photographs. There
were a number of criticcisms of the
quility in the last issue, but I hope
this will have been largely overcome,
by using a different method. There
has 2lso been some "tidying up" in the
laycut, but further critiscism, if
constructive, is always helpful.

Following our appeal for an area
representative in Scotland, I have
great pleasure in announcing the
aprointment of iir Stewart Thom to the
rosition.

Py the time you receive this
rewsletter, we will have held our
first "rally", on Hampstead Heath,
on Easter Saturday. Ones planned for
the future include Ludlow on 2%9th
April, and Knutsford on 6th May.
Watch the "World's Fair" for details
as usual.

Michael A. Smith
March '78



MACHINE CHANGES

New Machines -
Meteorites (Round Ups)

Paratrooper

Twist

John ¥urphy

A. Price

W. Roberts

C.P. Evans, Porthcawl
T.M.F., Rhyl

I.. Bishton

Traylens

Changes of Ownership -

Ride

Ark

Chairoplanes

Twist (Edwin Hall type)
Octopus

Calypso

Previous owner
Goss, Clacton Pier
M. Taylor
Traylens

E. Percival

lons, Clacton Pier

Leigure Sales
Wards

Codoxton Eng. Co.
Ditto

Ditto

Bishtons
Church (?)

llew owner

E. Percival
R. Richards
F. Cox

C. Bishton

11/17
1/78
2/18
Spring 78
Spring 78

Spring 78
1977/8

Date
1/78
1977/8
1/18
1/78

He Manning, YWybhoston 1977

An error in the last issue: M. Vaddinstons waltzer came from Carters at Saltburn,

not Seaburn.

The Basyrider ark purchased lagt year by lord Broa. (Mablethorpe) has been
resold, but it is not yet 'mown whom to.
In newsletter no. 1 a new Twist, helonging te W. Mavis, wis mentioned, I

now told tha

to a new owner in Scotlrnd.

Y“r, D-ovia built this machine himself, and it wan sold

am

"areh, 1778,

FORUM : The page for your comments/queries

Mr. M.J., Jones, of 30 Clifton Street, Worwich, !I"2 AIE, arks:

Could anyone supply me with information on ‘he rides and traneport attending
Tyldesley and Astley fairs (Iancashire) betwren 1946 and 1058, especially the last
Tyldesley Ox Roasting, 19567 I would zladly pay for any photorraphs of such rides
and transport, especially Silcock Rros. Foden showman's diesel tractor, or ary of

Silcocks' emuipment.

Mr. Roy A. Cave, of 30 little GCreen lane, Farnham, Surrry, writes:

I am pleased to be a recent new member pf the Association, and wich to make it
known that we operate a hot dog and candy floss trailer, as well as a side ctall

sometimes, I
of the Association.

open mostly in Sussex, Surrey and Hants., and occasionally in Berkshire.

ne
We would

have fixed a name plnte on our trailer, indicating that we are members
We are not Guild members, but sometimes open with them.

be pleased to know any fellow member who might be visiting anywhere we are open,
Our trailer could be used as a meeting point, if resuired, at any proposed

gathering, if we were open at the time.

which is printed orange and white, with our name displayed on the sides.
For information, we attend the big fair on Southampton Common each holiday;

we shall also be open at the following fairs: Chichester Air Festival, Horsham liist-

orics rally, John Carter's Steam Fair at Henley, Baoker Air show.

other places, so just look out for us!

Any member could easily locate our trailer,

We have many




GALLOPERS PROJECT

Part Two:

Piratly, T would like %o tharx all of wvou have wri‘ten to me on the subject of Gall=-
crers. With wour help I have been able to make ceveral amendments to the details
rublished in our last iscie. Aefore [oing on to cover some of the sets on permanent
cites T wouli like to merntion some of these corrections, and also give you any up-
to=iate news on Jallopers.

Of the sets for sale mentioned last time, I believe both Jacksons and Collins
sets to still be ursold. 1 am told that Collins were asking no less than £.60,000
(yes, the com=ma is in the right place!) for their Savage set at ilton Towers.

Sets to some on the mar<et recently include Nelson Smith's, and Pat 0'Neill's.
C'leill's set was at Battersea for several years, and was used a few seasons ago at
the Yursanl Farz, Southend. It has been in store for the last 18 months.

Stories 1 kave heard of Screetons acquiring the set of Callopers fron the Won-
derland, Cleethorpes, are not true. I visited the site recently, and the set is
still there; T was told there are no plans %o sell in the near future. A dummy
orman ras recently been constructed, and installed in the centre.

Queries ??7?
Wrat hapzened to the ex-Alf Peters set, formerly housed at Putlins, Bognor Regis?
‘yrat torp=ned to the set from Maldon, Essex, that was sold in very poor con-
ditior to en=rore in the ¥ernt area, c.1563?
Dies a-vore rnow anything atout any sets owned cince the War by Barlows, Lincs?

Travelling Machines - additional information
G4 J. Downs

An alternative history to the one glven has come to light. No doubt parts
of the Penfold set were used, but the set bears a strong resemblance to the
one owned by Custi Manning. This set had a centre engine placed "end oa",
switchback style. It also had the peacocks that are now on Down's set. I
tnink that this ride went to George Beach, then Sanay Mayne. The 87 key
Gavioli came from a Tunnel Railway owned by Bert Ayers. This was previously
owned by whites, the organ being taken from one of their Bioscope shows be=~
fore being placed in the Rallway.

G10 FPolhzm Prothers

The three-atreast was zzmired from James Yarris in 1938, The original steam drive
was replaced ty electric in 1043, The cririnal mounts congisted of horses and pea=
cecks, the lattier ceird replaced by more horses 1956/7.

Gll Pettigrove EBrothers

This has been owned by the family since new. Apparently the centre engine
has had a fire in the box in recent years, altnough has not been used Lo pow=-
er the ride. As regards the horses; the outer row are by Orton & Spooner,
and one horse still bears thelr inscription under many coats of paint. The
inner horses are not typical of any English carver, s0 may well be of German
origin, as previously stated.

Gl3 Nelson Saith

Bill Oswald writes:

The centre eagine is Savage 6 no. 573, built in 1893 for Murphy & Hoadley's
four abreast ceataurs. This machine later passed to Walker hoadley, then to
7attie Wilzot, then Iichael iicArdle, in whose ownership I photographed the
set in 1957,.at Portobello. The centre engine was then still in the machine,

4




although it was electrically driven. The name "GE.,;" was painted on the boil-
er. The machine was later broken up in the Midlands (presumably at this time
the engine was transfered to the set now owned by Nelson Smith. The organ
engine fitted was a Savage 3 no. 579, and the original works oqur no. 208.

GL6 J. Wilmot

Hill Oswald writes:

This was old John wilmot's first machine. It was built in 1885 by Savages,
with 5} centre engine no. 335 (works order 1338). This was built as a plat-
formless swing out set of Dobbies, which had top motion for the horse legs
(Reynolds & King idea). John Wilmot had the machine converted to top motion,
and platforms were fitted, later on. The centre drum was very elaborately
carved.

John Wilmot presented this machine to his son Wattie on the occasion of
his marriage; it is still travelled by the Wilmot family, though the present
generation have tried to modernise it with almost disastrous results.

The centre engine of this machine is now owned by Dr John Middlemass, of
Godmanchester, and it was the star at the Savage exhibition held at King's
Lyon a couple of years ago.

3-ABREASTS on PERMANENT SITES: Eastern England

e WHITLEY BAY
SEABURN
SEATON CAREW

AAMNGO PARK *

\
CLE ETHORPES
NABLETHORPE
> SKECNESS
HUNSTA NTON\ CT. YARMOUTH

BRESS INGHAM *

< WALTON
WOBURN CLACTON
BURNHAM « NARGATE
HOLLYCOMBS * OYHINCHUORCKH

% N.eocnoR
GOUTHGER




517 James A. Crow % Sons Whitley Eay Tidman 1881

This fire set startei its life 25 a set cf Jobbies, beinz later converted to crank !
action. SGince itz ac uisition ty Trows in the eariy sixties, it has slowly been

retuild, and it is protably this work which kas lead to some confusion as to its

erimzmrns. For instarnce, tlere zre those who claim it is a cut down 4-abreast; in

fact the cowifts were lenthened by 'r. Zrow, one of the reasons being to keep those

wziting to ride dry when the weather was bad,

"rfortunately, T do ret have a detniled history of the ride, but some of its
rrevicus cwners in:zluled Thompseons, lDanters, !lammonds, and Stokes & Cowie. The fine
roundins beards are, surprisingly, only fioreglass replicas! The originnls were
acquired fror “otton Pros. (Treat Yarmouth), along with an equally fine set of Ander—

con carved lerses, The horsesc Fave also been copied, and are now in storage, for safe
keeping, !Mr Crow tells me that he wants to see them kept, and if they were in reg-
ular use would rot stani up to the rizorous seaside conditions well, a point under-
lired *y thre sorry state of many a seaside lot.

The lively little €1 key Verbeeck organ was purchased a few years ago from
Writes of Glassow. Tt was restored in 1275 by Tony Cragg. As only part of one
tcok of music has survived (this was the last book played before it was packed away,
arnd was left on the key frame), 211 new books have been purchased, by both Chiappa
and Prinsen.

ci18 Collins Zrothers Seaburn -
I

f I call this a mdc up set then I shall probably be in trouble again, however I
do not know its origins, and I am told it has bits of several sets in it., It does
bezr a strong resermblance to a set travelled in the Midlands in the mid 60's by Pat
Collins = this may give someone a clue to its true origins? Horses are by Savages.

G Pairworld Ltd. Seaton Carew Howcroft

1
Tris set was one of the few built by Howerofts of West Hartlepool, and is probadbly
the only set surviving. It was delivered new to Hollands, and has since been owned

James A. Crow & Sons' 3-abreast at whitley Bay in 1975. (M.A. Smith t
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by Silcocks, passing to Lowes, at Seaton, in the late €0's. The Geaton Carew parr
was taken over by Fairworld 1td. ahout eighlteen months agso, and the Callopers have
received an overhaul as part of their "tidy-up". The fine get of horses were carved
by Andersons of Bristol.

G20 George Varrington Plamineo Park Walker 1924

An interesting lot, being the last set built by ''alkers, in 162/, They were del-
ivered new to Redheads (Salisbury), but never iravelled by them. The set was ret-
urned to Tewkesbury, and then rold to Hiblle % Yellors, who were the firut to travel
the ride. A etring of owners included Sretts, Butlins (the set wag at their Filey
Camp for some time), A. Corrisan at Scalby Mills, and finally Warringtons. The
original 87 key fuvioli orsan was still in the ride when it went to Putlins, =nd this
wzs rescued from Filey bLy Meke livers, who has cince restored it.

G21 HMrs. Felecey Cleethorpes ?

Whatever else it ig, it certainly isn't a made up set, as apart from parts bheing
replaced, it is still fairly originnl. The orisinal centre truck stands in the
centre, with its steel-tyred wooden wheels. There are no clues to its orizin though
as there are no c-st hub caps bearing the makers name, etc. 1Tt certainly wonld te
interesting to unearth its history thoursh.

The rather strange rounders were built by local 301nere to match the set fitted
to another machine owned by the same family, at liabletherpe. The one-, two-, three-,
and occasional four-legged horses appear to he the remains of a set curved possibly
by Charlie Spooner, but again there are no inccriptions or initials to be found. 4
few of the outside horses have been replaced by fibreglass mountas, a few of which
are similar to the originals, a few being Anderson-style, Two sections have been
removed, and replaced by chariots, also built by local joiners, I believe. This
winter a mock up organ has been built and installed to replace the original 87 key
Cavioli, acquired by Screetons.

G. Warrington's 3-abreast at Flamingo Park Zoo. (M. Slater




G22 Cray 3rothers ¥ablethorpe Savage 7

Tris set was 4ravelled by Srays prior to it coming to rest here. The original
87 key %avioli wac swopred with Dan Srorey for a small Bruder Sohne organ. A
secord 3ruder orsan case forms the paybox! Extensive rebuilding has resulted in
the loss of most of tre oririnal machkirne; the horses, roundings, "carvings", etc.

row beingz all fidreglass.

523 Seator % Smith “ablethorpe Walker ?

¥abletterre ig one of the few seaside resorts zble to boast two sets of gallopers
rnow! The set owned by Seaton & Smith are a very small lot, built up inside a
large tuilding, not far from the sea front. I was told that this is the Walker
machire ielivered new to Smith & arren at the turn of the century., It laid in
store at Beston for many years tefore being acquired and built up here. Apart
fro- the losc of the roundings (see G21) it is a tidy little lot, with Savage
ro. 5 centre erzine {no €¢2) and an 87 key Cavioli organ in the centre. This
enrire was delivercd new to Holmes in 1807, but what happened to it in the inter—
vening pericd I do not know. There is also an excellent set of mounts - a mixture
of small horses and cockerels.

Cn comparison, it bears little resemblance to Smith & Warrens set, but is
identical to a set owned by Johnny King c.1953 (NOT the set now owned by J. Carter).

c24 Botton Brothers Skegness Savage

A f2irly standard, but very clean, Savage set. It was purchased, probably in the
late 50's, from John Crole, at Barry, being previously owned by Bert Stocks. An
8¢ key Cavioli organ, in quite fair condition, plays in the centre,

G25 Triangle Amusments Hunstanton Savage 1895

Delivered new in 1895 to William Partridge, with a Savage no. 6 centre engine no.
632, no. 3} organ engine no. 640. Cwners to date include Mrs E. Wright, Barnes,
Port, 7. 2uzg, and 3illy Junn. It is thought that the set may have been packed
away for a while tefore opening at Munstanton, during which time the centre and
organ engines were sold to J. Downs for his 3-abreast.

G26 Botton 3Brothers freat Yarmouth Savage 1896

Delivered rew in 1896 to Ceorze B-ker (Southampton); he modified and fitted Burrell
traction centre engine, no. 1934. An 87 key Cavioli was also fitted.

The ride was scld c1914/5 to Cains of Deptford, who extensively rebuilt the
mackine, rezovinz the traction centre engine, and fitting a Savage cenire with 5%
centre engine no. 869, 3 organ engine no. 870. New rounders were also added.

1t was azZain cold, some time later, this time to Botton Bros., without the
orzan, which lay derelict for come time in Cains yard. The ride has now been at
freat Yar-outh for about 25 years, and still has the remains of the centre engine
in the centre, along with a Chiappa-rebuilt, glass—cased B0 key Gavioli organ.

G27 ¥rs Flora 3Bloom Bressingham Hall Savage 1900

Delivered nevw in 1°00 to Yerry Thursi~n, with Savage centre engine no. 769. 1t was
ranazed by his son William from 1001, and taken over completely by him in 1917.
Trurstons sold it 1933/4 to Davis % Stroud (2exill), from whom it passed to H. Smith,
being acruired in 1559 by Perczy Sheeran. Ur, Sheeran added the 1865 46 key Bruder
orzan, which had previously been fitted to H. Silcock’s Skid. It later passed to
3lcoms, at Sressingham Hall Steam i‘useum, and since going there a Tidman centre eng-
ine has been added. !

28 Walton Fier Co. Walton-on=the-llaze 7

Unfortunately, I have few details of this set, except that its previous owners
included William Thurston, and Col. Frint.

c2¢e Butlins Ltd. Clacton—cn=Sea Savage

Tt is difficult to keep track of Butlins machines, as they are constantly being




foi ™

o

The Walton Pier Company's 3-abreast. (G.G. Downie

moved about. I believe the set at Clae
confirmation of this wonld be helpful,
of the get are needed.

G30 Raymond Veardow Woburn

Delivered new to fcorse Thomas Tuby, of
engine no. 876, and 4 orsan engine no.
which was known as the "Victory lorres"
of ownership, passing from Tubys to T.
Bob Wilson, who travelled it extensivel
Raymond Beardow 'acquired it for Ir
at Woburn. I believe the 1923 A5 key V

G31 James Lovett Burnham

An extremely interesting, and formerly
owned by George Beach, of Kew Dridpe.

built around a Savage centre, and boast
cluding cockerels, ostriches, and draro
Switchback organ of Beach's in the cent
but was retained by Beach's ‘then the ri

ton to be the ex T,]. “orley lot, but
rleo some details on the previocus history

Abbey Savage 1020

Joneaster, in 1920, with Savage 6 centre

AT5. This is a very heavy, ornate machine,

« During its life it has had several char.ges
Drakeley in the 1030's, and then to Tofts, and
y in the Midl~andse,

eservation, and it is now rermanently housed
an der PBeeck organ was fitted by ¥r. Beardow.

Beeches Yalker

well=-known set, this ride was originally
Although a Walker machine basically, it is

8 a really magnificient set of mounts, in-
ne by Crton & Spooner. It did have the ex

re at one time; this was an 87 key Cavioli,
de was sold to Lovett., They still have it in

store, After acquisition by Lovett it was taken to their park at Carlyon Bay, in

Cornwall, but after the set at Burnham
set was moved there to replace them.

was sold to John Carter late in 1976, this

G32 Marks Brothers Dymnchurch ?

I now little about this very small set,
Sid Squires. I have been asked what be
80 perhaps someone will now be able to

except that is believed to have come from
came of Squires old set on several occasions,
furnish details of the sets early history.



G33 Ted. Hightingale Maroate -

Wrat T said about this machine under G5 (Forrests) in the last newsletter has, in
fact, proved to be incorrect, As stated, the set was previously Fmerson & Hazarde,
and Jack .iilxinscn has bteen kind enourh to supply details of its history.

“rs foadleys mllopers travelled the Lake District at one time; Imersons were
mich impressei by it, so arranced to have one built like it, but wkat a mixture!
The teiler wWas made by Reasley of Jarrow-in-Furness, and the top motion by Stephenson
of Presten., The 3 Savare orsan encine, ex J, Thite, had a chain drive governor.
Horses were by Crton % Spocner, but there were originally some Belgian made Hounds,
since replaced ty cockerels. The organ fitted when new was a 46 key Cavioli, but
this was later replaced by a 65 key Gavioli - identical to Hoadleys = acquired from
Irelard. It uced to be said that you could listen to this organ from noon till
clesing time without hearing the same book of music played twice. Unfortunately,
some of the becoks were destroyed in the Rarrow blitz, but there is still, ten hours
Flaying time witrout rereats. %“hen the sat was cold, the organ was retained by
Errnest Ecerson, and is =till ownod by him.

s34 Butling 144, RBormor Pegis 2

“ot a rarticularly well decumented cet, if it ic sven otill here at all! The last
se* vhich I know to have been uned here was moved to TJoeonor from the fkemmess no., 2
Pars by Mitling, and was eririnalls *le machire owned by FPhil Phillips,

@35 J. Baldock Hollycombe Walker 1920

Built by walkers in 1920 around an old Tidman centre, with a Tidman centre
engine, for George Rogers of Chipping Sodbury. It was packed away during
the 1930's, and finally sold, in the late 4O's, to McArdle & Dawson; it was
travelled around Scotland by them. The next owner was J.J. Collins, who
used it for most of the year at Seaton Carew. Commander Baldock acquired the
machine in aoout 1960. At this time the Tidman engine was still fitted, but
was decided to be beyond repair, and replaced by a no. 6 Savage, no. 899,
with & 4 organ engine no. 900, ex Harry Gray's L-abreast. The machine has
been extensively restored, and is now fitted with an 89 key uavioli organ.
The carved work was originally by Andersons of Bristol, including the horses;
at least the outside row is original, one bearing the inscription "R & Sons",

G36 William Manning Southsea Savage 1922

Delivered new to Chris Johnson & Sons of Wakefield in 1922, it was a heavy,
ornate Savage machine, fitted with a no. 6 centre engine no. 894, named "Who'd
Have Thought It", and 4 organ engine 898. <4he rounders carry extremely deep
droppers, anc it is said that the overall width is five feet. when owned by
Johnsons, decoration was in pastel shades of cream & blue, with all carved
work gilded. The lettering on the rounding boards was "C, Johnson % Sons'
Golden Cocks and Leaping Horses. Safest and Easy Riding." The outer row
of mounts consisted of twelve rather ugly double~seater cocks originally,
the inner two rows teing horses. The organ originally fitted was a sBweet-
toned 87 key Rarrel action Gavioli, with three figures.

The machine last opened with Johnsons at Harrogate in august, 1939, and
was packed away at Nakefield uatil collected by pilly smart in July, 1941.
Mr. Smart purchased the machine in 1940. The first opening with Smarts was
at Brondsbury, in July, 1941. The ride made no more appearances in 1941,
and only three in 1942, During 1942 a new green tilt was added, and that
winter the platforms and steps were redecorated. ‘The ride only appeared at
three fairs in 1943, but during the next winter several alterations were made:
the twelve cocks were replaced by double seater ho ces, and the remainder of
the horses redecorated to bring them into line. ‘he transport for the ride
vas extensively revised at the same tinme. Despite all this hard work, the
machine opened only twice in 1944, but the following winter the work contine
ued! The entire top aad ceatre was redecorated; the original colour scheme
was mostly retained, but the lettering was in red, elaborately shaded in gold



Billy Manning's 3-abreast at Clarence Pier, Southsea, 1976. (li. A, smith

and black. The roundings now read "Billy Smart and Sons Provide the Biggest
and Best Jollity Ride in England". The &7 key Gavioli, which was the one re-
moved from Aspland's Gondolas when the 9¢ key Gavioli was added, was put onto
@ new truck. The machine made five appearances in 1945, at each one it was
fully built-up, with its brasswork well polished. The last of these was at
Southall Park in October, 1945, and early in November the loads were taken to
Southsea by Billy Manning, the new owner. That made a total of only fifteen
openings in five years!

The ride has been open at the Clarence Pier Amusement Park, Southsea,
each suumer since, except 1952 when taken to Battersea Park, for the Festival
of Britain fair. The centre cngine was reumoved by Billy iianning, and the old
organ has been replaced by an 69 key instrument with "Art ilouveau" front, pre-
viously in ¥, Connelly's 3-abreast. This no longer plays, and is unfortunate=-
ly in appauling condition. The machine itself still looks quite smart, being
repainted and redecorated in recent years by John jiartin, of Gloucester.

CENTURY OF TOBERS

Back copies
These are still available:
No. 2 - 25p

) prices are inclusive of pip to members.

WANTED for forthcoming editions; articles (with or without photos), reports,
letters, reviews, advertisements....... ANYTHING!

Photo library

Please send your spare prints/negatives to the Editor, or Paul Angel, 10
Norton Avenue, Putson, hereford, HR2 6DN. All loans or donations welcome!
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THE BORDER COUNTIES MAY RUN

by Davnd M. Wood

tave Ro:rd of the "rack—enl run™, the time of the showman's year when he
v on a run of stort stay anl hopefully profitable fairs, the proceeds
roush the winter, arnil help towards the muintainance and very
~achines and equipment., The "back-cnd" is of course one

e3 ef year for fiirground enthusiasts as well, with such
fapd, Nottirnsham, imll, and the llidlends Mop fairs drawing us like magnets.

E S S o‘

Wk O v ) e
g Ve

Yewever, there are paris of the country which have runs at other times of the
year a5 well, and cre of the busiest of these is the run of fairs which takes place
durins ¥ay alonz the border beitween England and Wales. This particular run is held
ir affestion no% only by the showmen who attend, but also by the inhabitants of this
torder country, and area steeped in enough History and folk-lore to fill a library
of books. Por a couple of diys 2 year, the llay Fair becomes the talking point of
the entire villare or marxet town.

As would be expacted, tre local showmen are prominent when it comes to these
fairs, but it cshoull not go un-entioned that many who attend are a long way from
"treir normal territory. 3dward Tuson Studt and Sons, for example, are more uscd to
the Swansea Valley 4han ihe cieep, rugred hills of Yest Herefordshire and Radnor-
shire. The ilynn family, who now run Hill's fairs, are more at home around the cen-
tre of 3ristol than in the tiny town centre of places like Iudlow, and Wilsons
Amusments (Redditcr) Lid, are more used to the villages of ! lorcestershire than the

forented hills arcund Dnishton. Vet year afier year they haul their atiractions
arcund this stransely teautiful area, tringing pleasure to thoucands.

In recert Jezrs, the ¥y Run has in fact started in April, with Tenbury Vells
fair usuzlly ski~z off the run., This fair has srown in size recently - there is
usually at lezst or.e biz ride at the fair in this tiny ‘lorcestershire town., T think
tre honour of the farttre tr:;cl’cd :t raﬁtiov he'e mus t €0 to Johnny Coneley of
Lewdon and i the Jome 2

y O
.y

tackts Ctker wisitors have inci u*ﬂ“ 7111; Danter and David !Yynn. Tenbury is closely
followed by two of 4he larsest foirs on the run, namely Luilow and Leominstier, the
Sowmow af whish ig c£:ill leld in the streete. ludlow was for many years under the
control of the ¥ill fa=zily, and now of course it is presented by the Wynn familye.
faztle Smiare for—g the contre of the fair, with Mll's immaculate Dodgem track and
Wilsons' Waltzer occurying po-ition~ *rey have done for muny years. Until recently,
tre ex J, Cor~er Marvell Waltzer attended, running telieve it or not as an Ark-
Speedviay, whish Spcrﬁfi besutiful set of mounts. Other visitors to lLudlow in rec=—
ert years krave included ?e"*? Po~ers with his Wkeel, Mi%e Phillips Round-Up, A1f
Whitelezs's T9z10 y 23 Joe Wilsen's Yensas City Ghost Train, so as one can see,

cpers
it is usually wor h a visit!

Lzomirgter fair w=s moved “rem the streets of this FMerefordshire market town a
few vears tacz to %he biz car rarz + outcide the centre. The lessees are the

Yorris family, who la8t year tock b reir Ark and Paratrooper to the fair. Billy
J

au:.;.
t
:ru
P ol 1

Danter provides mest of the dir r , rowever, and visitors to the fair T have seen
in recert years have irsluled Ar‘kur Steven's Slip, Johnny Lock's Chost Train, and

Daigy Stiires' Rotore
The “'ay Bun ccnes to a halt on the first Tuesday in May, when the streets of
4ke Tizpast town in the area, Nereford, are taken over by the chowmen and thousands
0f sunters, who sSees to turn up whatever the weather. Sadly, Hereford May Fair can
’ )

rc lenzer te called the "big cne”. A couple of moves over the last decade has res-—
vlted in the logs of m=ny positicna, and the drop in the number of bigz rides and
shewe has been dramntic, The shewmen have put up a marmificient fight, and with

the suppert of certain councillors have cucceeded in regailning come positions. Many
fazous rides have atterndzd Hereford — Deaxin's Ben Hur, Wilson's Victory Gallopers,
Teddy D-nter's !looarocxet, and dynn's Rotor, to name a few. These days the famous
narzes of Welgh ard Zm 7l 1eh showmen still attend, even if only with a juvenile ride,
ani the crowds still gzour in.
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It is after Hereford that the May run really getc under way. After pulling
down overnight, the svhowmen depart in many different directiorns from lereford,
Denzil Danter to Monmouth, Alf Deakin and Billy Watkins to Abergavenny, Chris and
Abie Morris either go back to the !fidlands or attend a couple of the emaller fairs
in the area, and Billy Danter moves off to lleobley and Presteirne. The weokend
after Hereford is particularly busy, and particnlarly tiring for =zny intrepic faire-
ground fan who attempts to get to all the fairs which are held tlen, Tt fas tecome
especially busy in recent years with the revival of Presteigne fuir by Billy Danter.
To recap, the following fairs have been known to he open on the waekand after lere-
ford fair, all of them in just threc small counties - Weohley and Presteimme (Rilly
Danter), Kington (E.T. Studt), Craven Arms (Wynns), Yormouth (Denzil Danter), and
Abergavenny ?:lf Deakin). llowever, there are no hard and fast rules, and thia year,
for example, I note that Monmouth and Abergavenny do not open until the 11th and 13th
respectively. This is due to the fact that Hereford fair is particularly early this
year.

Fington fair is worthy of a special mention, because it is a most attractive
little fair held in a corner of the West Herefordshire market town's recreation
ground. At least three big rides have attended in recent yeare, but the atmosphere
at this fair is really tremendous. Another fair presented hy Teddy Studt is Hay on
Wye, which I have vivid memories of when it was held in the extremely ctecp streets
of the town, necessitating a greail deal of packing, Teddy Studt also presents fairs
at Builth liells and Rhayader at this time of year, I believe., Pemtridse fair is an-
other of my favourites. Presented by Billy Danter, it ir held on Shobdon Airfield,
about a mile out of Peubridee ituelf, muling 2 really splendid right aa one approach-
es it from the village.

Knighton fair, in Radnorshire, is one of the last fairs on the run, Tt remains
one of the Will Bros. mort famous faire, althoush it is presented by Wimn'e therce
dnys. The paff itself is very difficult to ret to, as one ha~ to climb a steep EiN)
before descending another steep hill to get onto the rround., Many an old character
in ¥nighton will tell you of the days when [!i11 Pros. Biz Shows pulled into the town,
with their engines struggling up the bank. !Mind you, T have heard the tale of thre
year when one of the engines actually overtook a newly acquired diesel lorry whkich
was having all manner of problems getiing up the hill, but more of that =nother time!
The site is really breathtaking, with a backdrop of steep, densely forested hills.

There are fairs I haven't mentioned - Rrecon and lontgomery for esanmple = and
to be perfectly honest, it would not surprise me in the slightest il there are ronme
which T do not even know about!

T should point out that no—one should po to thesr fairs expecting to find hume
extravaganzas with the best rides in the busniness. Nine of the fairn have more than
8ix rides = the average is nearer three or four - but what the visitor will find is
a tremendons spontaneous atmorphere of harpinens and friendliness, Don't forget, to
the people of these villages and little towns, tre Yay fair in 2 yearly highlirit,
and to many of them, the fair is a great extravnranza,

T hope other members will write in to toll us of nimilar runs in tleir own areas,

They are a part of fairground history which remsin as relevant and eveiting today 2s
they have always been, and for this reason I feel uwe necd Lave no fear fer the future
of our fairg., If T have whetted anvbody's appetite for expleration ard thoy are con~-
"1u’“1“\ venturing into the edre of lhevond, ne the pres 1n affenticnataly kneun, in

ay of this v01r then T would be ieli~lited to ’w“ﬂ‘~3.'“'f vivl iufnnlw nf the begt
Vln"' La zo, at bthoy nre lively to pec, +nd by 4

NEW WALTZER AT SOUTHPORT

Jacksons, of Conjleton, recently cowploted a new lu car waltzer, for their
own site at Southport. It is of modern design, having a flat front which
extends over six full sections of the 24 section bottom. The macuine was
expected to walte its debut opcning at Southport about a weeik before baster,
without rouading boards or froant flash, whicn are still being finished off
in dhe firu's workshops.

The old machine at Southport has been sold to Dawsons of Bray, Ireland.
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MOONROCKETS -

Cver the ract yeur or so, myewlf and Hevin Scrivens have been busy amassing info-
tica on !corrockets - in ocur oepinicn, one of the finest ridin- devices ever
ST

The ¥oenrocket is of a rather dubicus orimn. The majority opinion is that the

riie was 3 Terrin iden - cerininly the first machine to open here came from Germany

= 1altZeush the only relevant patent I can trace is that o° Charles Cpenshaw, of
Rezdins (no. 432000 of 1036). Mr. Crenshaw also set up a company, "Hocket Rides Ltd",
in 1637, with hinsel® =r Yiss !, Cpenshaw o co~directors, It would appear that

SEiC company was & develop and produce the ride descrived in the patent, although
*here apraars to nave been no further connections between Mr. Openshaw and the Hoon-
rocket,

(34
i1 *%

%3 »

t Yoorrocket to be seen in this couniry was Jomn Collins'. An cpen top
ted Trom Cermany, one of its carliest appearances was Newcastle Town

Pritich tuilt Rocket was John W. Hoadley's, built to his special order
- The stery roce that p, Foadley first saw a German Moonrocket at a
in atout 1235, and on returring immediately placed an order
« This machkine made its debut at Hull fair, in Oct=

£, there was little said about the machine in the
ike today, when virtually every new mavhine attracts
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It is thourht that aprroximately fourteen more Maxwell/Lakin rockets followed;
and at least one further irperted Zermun machine appeared; namely Hill Bros., which

made a few anoesrunras 183°-10, after whick it was sold to Ireland., The Maxwell
Rockets tuilt are licted tclow, in ATrroximately chronological order:
Selivered to: Data:
Cod. Toailay 10/37
J. Tirg 4/38
Wm. Cedona 4/38
J. Ukite (3cotlard) 5/38
Chas, Feal /38
J.C. Proctur e/3
J. Farcar o/38
ehe 201lins o/38 '
E. Danter 12/39 é
Putlins Ltd, early 1939 (two machines)
Arihur Y¥olland 3/39
JeY4., Shaw 4/39
Alters Zolland 4/39 :
Y. Vannipz 12/49
Arart from beirrs cms of tle larrest st-ndard machines to travel in this country,
1% was 1150 one of <he fantent, Tre circular recket cars rotated at 12 rpm, whilst
the cenire dome, rovrlete with Popeve firmure, erun in the oprosite diresction (anti-
cl-dxvise) at 6 TITy true miving an imnrenzion of a sreed of 18rpm (although, by my
c-leulations 4hig in anly about 30 mph!)., However, there is no doubt that the ride
was way arezl of its time, by any standards. - !
Cre of the moct surprisine features of the machines, poseibly, was that none
tere the cwners name on Ltie machine itonelf, Tley can however, all te identified by
CiLrr means, a3 every one hiud its distinmiishin~ featurea, A booklet on Moonrockets '
12 at greyent tais- ilzrned, anl detaidled hiciories, deseript ions and photos of every ‘
fachire will be incluzeli, This 13 l=rgely completed already, buit information on any
00432 woull re Tratefilly received, ar it is pozsible that it might add to, correct

Cr confirm éa%ta:ils we alreaiy have. For cozpletion, details of the following machines
are necded, as they do not fit into any of the histories so far compiled:

“ i




Charles Heal's Moonrocket, Mitcham Common, April 1960. (P. Bradley

ALf Harker (travelled c1947-9)

R. Grandison (for sale 1949)

Belle Vue A.P., Belfast (for sale 19490)

Webber Bros., Rhyl (operated c1950; a German machine)
Myers Amusements, ToM (broken up 01968)

Carter

J. Crole, Porthcawl (for sale 1°58)

Kursaal A.P., Southend (acrquired by J, Ling, early 50's)

Also details of any cf the machines owned by Butlins, and the fates of the foll=
owing machines would be appreciated.
John Collins
E. Brennan (Tower A.P., New Brighton)
R. Gilham (based in Southampton)
A. Toogood (last heard of, Battersea A.P. 1855)
A. Stokes (ex Mannings, Southeea, fitted with swinging cars)

In 1953 a patent (no. 717695) was granted to William Codona for his swing-out
car modification to the Moonrocket., His own machine was convented, and in 1954
Maxwells converted Walter Shaw's ride. The rejuvenated machine was known as a
"Stratorocket" or "Stratocruiser". Shaws' is now the only travellins rocket, being
recently redecorated by member Pete Tei. The only other Rocket known to have defin-
itely survived is John Ling's. Several British Rockets were exported in the 1950's,
and some of these may still exist?

Again, may I appeal for any information on Rockets; also photographs - I would
be pleased to buy copies of photos anyone may have, or to borrow copies if no prints
are available. All printc borrowed would be returned undamaged.
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SWITCHBACKS & SCENIC RAILWAYS -

An introduction
by Paul Angel

Teday, the variety of riding devices to be found on our fairgrounds secems endless,
tut as we all :now 1t was not always so. If we go back to the early years of this
century, a very different picture is to be seen....

Tre rides which were seen in these years could almost be counted on the fingers
of one hand: Jallorers, Steam Yachts, Razzle Dazzle, Mountain Ponies and Steam Cond-
olas. The ZJondolas, with their later variation of Steam lotors, Electric Motors,
Drazons, Whales, Peacocks and Jolphins are the subject of the research I :am current-
ly undertzxing. In the search for truth, I have encountered many machines whose
histories have entailed several rebuilds and redecorations, as new ideas and fashions
came and went. And the whole story of many machines will probably never be uncovered
but I feel it is important to collate this information and record it for the use of
future generations. '

Possibly the test known and loved versions of “these machines being the final
refinement and most elaborate and ornate type, built by George Orton, Sons, and
Spocner Itd., of Zurton on Trent; accordingly it seems that details of these rides
are most forthcozming.

Seven Drazen rides with massive four pillar extension fronts featuring five
fizures and attending cherubs were built and delivered new to the following show=
men: Dignalls of Oricklewood, Charles Thurston, White Bros. (Cardiff), John Green,
E.C. Parrar, ;nr., Pat Collins, and Anderton & Rowlands. Whnle cars were introduced
later, and Crtons produced a version of the "Super Scenic" having Whale cars and an
ertension front dezicting Britannia in a boat being towed by two whales; as far as
I ca2n asceriain only one of thece was built new, for Farrar Bros., although other
Switchbacks were -~cnverted by Ortong to this type of Whale Scenic and will be des—
cribed later with the Switchback histories.

Yere tren are details of the seven Dragon and one Whale scenics built new by
Orton % Spooner. I muct at this stapge point out that none of the details given are
from my own memcry, ard I cannot be held liable for any inaccuracy or omission; this
applies alsc to the Switchback details which will be published in due course. How=
ever, I hope that if you have wny ietails to add to these, or to correct those stated
they will all te greeted with the zreatest thanks. Please address them to the author
at 10 Nortor Avenue, Putson, Mereford, 12 6D,

(Yote: the prefix SC has been adopted for reference purposes for all electric
Soeric Railwars built as such).

Dragon Scenics (7 machines)

SC1 AT IS £ CRICYLEIC0D

The first o tre new rerneraticn of Scenics was new to Dagnalls of Cricklewood, London,
in 1218, Crtons actuzlly used a switchback bottom built pre~1914, which explains the
unusial mun-ure outzide the uprishts of the machine.

Azproximately 1910 it was sold to O'Erien Bros. and used up t0.1935, when it was
packed awzy, and allowed 1o deteriorate.

Tre pillars from this ride are sxid to have been used later on J. Rose's Dodgem
track. Some cornfusion neems to have arigcen regnrding the original ownerchip of the
ride, tut I sucgect z2s a photo is available of this ride with Dagnall's name clearly
sizmwritten cn the frent that the above is correct,

Enmines used with the ride were Burrells 3659 "Lord Xitchener" & 3470 "The Hope"
and Pocter 13076 "Zurzrige”,




Dagnalls' Dragons, location unknown, ¢. 1918. (The Fairground Society

SC2 CTARLES THURSTON

Charles Thurston's Dragons were new at Xing's Lynn Mart in February 1°20, and Prin-
cess Victoria was one of its first patrons. For the first six monthe of travelling
an 89 key Gavioli from the Royal Show was used until the massive 104 key Marenghi
from the Creat Show was fitted in a cut-down form, at Watford the sams year.

Burrell Scenic-type 3327 "Victory" was new to drive and crane the cars on the
ride, and was ascisted by Burrell 2780 "King Fdward VII"™ which was converted to
scenic specifications by Burrells.

In 1924 the Dragon cars were damaged by fire on rail at Bletchley, and a set of
Peacocks were fitted. A Garrett tractor 33111 "Prince" was used to haul the living
wagons, and for shunting trucks.

After the death of Charles Thurston, early in 1928, his wife, assisted by !'r.
C.¥.R. Thurston, continued to travel the machine. By the end of 1929 the firm had
acquired two modern rides, and Mr. J. Thurston took over this machine early in 1930,

After Norwich Christmas fair 1930 it was packed up and after lying idle in the
firm's yard at ¥Wett's Hill, Norwich, it was sold to Butlins who used it at their
Skegness and Clacton parks, where it gradually deteriorated until eventually broken
up about 1952.

SC3 WHITE BROTHERS

White Bros. Welsh Dragons were new in 1920, and after appearing at Wanstead Flats
Easter fair that year were taken to Paris for a short season. It had the 112 key-
less Gavioli from the Coliseum Rioscope cut down to 28 key fitted in its centre
(see GV26). It travelled Wales until it found a permanent home at Whites' Cosy
Corner Amusment Park at Barry Island. PFrom 1940 it was unused and in skeleton form
only, although it was well sheeted against the elements.

Botton Bros. had an option to buy it in this condition, and even acquired a
Burrell engine, 3610 "William V", and had a pillar orane fitted for the ride., FHow-

. ever this deal fell through when Bottons were unable to secure the organ also.

17

R



The ride wzs reputedly brexen up in 16525 the orjan, in a terridble state of
repair, was thousht by John Reohorn to be beyond economical restoration, and was
given on permanent loan to !r., George Parcley of Co. Durham, and has been beautifully
restorced of course, Cther parts of the ride do exist, including the four Ancient
Briton figures, which were only used at some fairs, as in some areas the punters were
rather prone to using them 28 convenient tools to brezk open coconuts.

is riie were Turrells 2371 "Goliath" and 3715 "City of Cardiff"™.

nrines with thi

Farrar Bros. Whales building up, ding's Lynn art, 1929. (L&DTEC

. o
Ca JOXN ‘GXTEN &30S

New in 192C, with 112 keyless Oavioli (4724) identical to White Bros. (GV26).

Tre car crane engire was Burrell 3246 "Tieen Elizabeth", whilst Burrell 3444
"Uis Leriship” did lizhiing duties,

Tre ride travelled up to 1710, when it went to the Tower Park, at New Brighton.
In 7¢40 it was so0ld to Middlectorough Corporation who ured it in their park dering
the war, In 1947 it was sold to John Collins, who tock it to Barry Island. It was
fully T™ilt up with roundinss ani scenery, but the organ was not in play. In 1949
the ride was moved to a 2ifferent pitch in the park, and was erected minus the round-
ings. The orm=n, now a €3 zey Marenchi, w-s taken tc a field a2t the back of the

railway gtation where it remained un:il 1051, A plaster mountain was built in the
centre of tre ride, and this remained until 1952,

~ Tre ride and orgn were later broken up. The organ truck was used as a carnival
float, and one of the cars as an ornament.

s75 EIOCH C. FA"RPAR, JUR.

This was new at Srantham in March 1921, with a ©8 key Marenghi organ. Engines used
with the ride were Powler 11021 “Jenturer" and Foster 12573 "Thunderer".

Wren the Crion Whales appeared in 1923 the 98 key Marenghi was transferred to
trem; it was replaced by the 112 keylegs Gavioli (“V27) which was taken from the
Yotors.

In 1924 a new special Scenic type Burrell engine 3969 "Majestic" was purchased.
The last year the ride travelled was 1231, but it ie said that Billy Butlin used the
Dragzon cars as seats in one of his parks.
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SC6 FATRTCK COLLINS

In the summer of 1021 Pat Collins lic. 1 S=zcnic was opened for the first time at
Burton on Trent martet place. When new it was fitted with Dragon cars, and managed
oy "ise Clara lMullett, who later became at Collins second wife. It was fitted with
Whale cars in 1922, and was known as "Whale Isl~nd"., The “hale cars were removed in
1933/4, and four Drarons and four Peacocks fitted which then remained with the mach-
ine to the end, The ride featured the lMarenchi organ front from the No. 2 Vonderiand
show, with an ex-Tuby ©8 key Givioli behind it (5v22). The ride travelled extens-
ively during the 1220's and 30's, until about 1937 when tanken off the road and laid
up at Collins depot at Bloxwich for several years.

It was brought out in September 1946 for Birmingham Cnion Fair, and after the
fair was left built up until the carnival fair six weexs later! Tt was then packed
away until Birmingham Onion Fair 1948. This time Burrell 3865 "lo. 1" was driving
and car lifting. From Birmingham it went straight to Mull Fair, and Burrell ergines
2804 "The Griffin" and 4021 "lord Curzon" went with it., To dismantle the machine
John Collins hired a crane from Mull“Corporation. After lull the ride was taken to
Collins' famous Crystal Palace Amusement Park at Sutton Toldfield. An order was
placed at this time for a new ©8 key Chiappa organ.

Early in 1950 the ex=Tuby Gavioli organ was removed and the new organ was fitted
behind the Marenghi front. During 1991 the scenery of the ride was dismantled and
redecorated whilst in cperation, closely following the Orton painting. Over the next
few years the ride gradually deteriorated, pieces falling off and never teing rep-
laced. The organ suffered badly, and only through the efforts of T.\. Hunt it was
kept playing.

Before the end of the 1950's the ride was in a sorry state, and it was decided
to dismantle it before the lease of the park ran out in 1962, It is believed that
Mre. Pat Collins intended to preserve the Scenic in a museum, but sadly her death
about this time put an end to that. The organ was saved by Mr. T.W. Hunt, but the
rest of the machine was destroyed when tHe park was closed in 1962.

Anderton & Rowlands' Brooklands Racers, ¢. 1937. (B. Jamea




SC7 ATTIRTON & RIWIANIS

sast 1621, AR took delivery of their Tolden Dragors, first opening at llewton
Abzott, Devon, in sieleton form, tre roundinss and scenery being delivered to Bridpg-
water St Matthews Fzir -he came year. The c8 key lNarerghi was taken from the firms
Taneti-n Oczdolas. In 1926 the cars were charged to Dolphins and in 1934 tle ride
was overh-uled, which inv-lved remiilding all the carved work.

Tr. 1637 ihe ride was rmiven a new lease of life; all the heavy cars and fittings
were removed, the oran & :try Jdene ~way with, and the orsan stood only on sleepers.
T™he pafiers ani tilt were lowered, and high-speed, ctreamlined, chromium-plated
sports cars fitted., Tre w-terfall disappenred, and two motor cars were painted on
the rear of tre orzan truck., The machine was now known as "3rooklands Racers".

Unfortunately, evin this gallant attempt could not stave off the march of time,
and the ride was packed away again in 1038,

Tre ormn was trousht cut amin in 1950, and after a complete rebuil@ was used
with t=e Cornish section of the firm's amusments.

Surrell 334 "Larl 3eatty" was new for the machine, and Burrells 3443 "lLord
velson™ ard 2471 "John Bull" assisted. Burrell 3912 "Dragon" was delivered in
November 1021, ani replaced "John Bull" in 1922.

Whale Scenic (1 machine)

8C3 PARRAR BRCTHERS
Enoch, jor., Clifford ard John tcok delivery of their new Orton & Spooner Whales
and firgt opened them at lladsley Bridge Fair, Sheffield, in June 1923, with the
©3 key Yarenchi orsan from the Dragons.

m™he ride ard orpan were partially destroyed by fire at Wisbech Mart, on 6th
¥arch, 1625. The remains of this ride were rebuilt into an almost identical machine
kroown as %he Yo. 2 Whales, which appeared at Dewsbury on 25th July, 1925, with a
small orman. A% ¥irkstall in Aumist, 1925, a new 08 key Gaudin minus front was
fitsed, this was fitted at Woodhouse Feast by French craftsmen the same year. They
tren travelled remularly up to 1930, after which the ride was open at Hull Fair in
1631, ard rot seen again until Sheffield Christmag Fair 1035, when open in skeleton
form cnly.

Crane encine was Fowler 15845 "Relinnce" with Thompson & Walton Feast crane,
this teiny removed in 1630 when the Whales ceased to travel.

In 1031 “ke orman was converted to the Hands-Liddell paper roll system,

DEAKIN'S CORONATION SWIRL

Anyone visiting the Bristol area over the Easter holiday may well have got
something of a surprise, as I did; for at Shirehampton Park, making what 1
believe to be only its second appearance in twenty years, was the ex-Deakin
“CORONATION SWIRL". 'his magnificient machine, formerly the Pride of VWales,
#as ac-uired last year by R. hdwards, of Yate, and much hard work has been
put in to tripg it up to travelling condition. It was only in skeleton form
at Shirehazpton, as most of the work so far has been to the mechanics and
basic structure, but it is planned to restore the ride to its former glory,
and the rounding boards, currently being rebuilt, and all the scenery, will
be redecorated in original style and refitted in the future.

pavid wWood will be covering the history of this, and all other "Coro-
nation" machines in forthcoming editions of "CENTURY of TOBERS", and he
would welcoze information on these machines. Photographs are also required,
and one of the Deaxin Swirl in original state would be much appreciated =
surcly someoae must have one!

Any mezber getting a chance to visit the Bristol area, and see this
machine should certainly do so - it will normally be seen with Rogers'.

§§:§n§h° restoration is completed it will hopefully be the Pride of Wales




Holdsworth's STEAM PIGS

by William Pearce

An old time ride frequently mentioned in the "World's Fair", and also an old favour-
ite of mine, is Reuben Holdsworth's Steam Piecs; or, as it was called when T first
saw it around 1929, Flying Pigs and Waltzing Balloons.

It was the old type platform ride of twelve sections: thirty pigs and two ball-
oons. Fach secltion was a two-wheeled trailer, with cart type wheels, These ran on
the circular trams, and gave the cranking movement which moved the pifs in a forward
and backward fashion. The unusual feature was that the top rourdings went clockwise
whilst the ride travelled anti-clockwise. This gave the impresscion that it was of
continental origin, althoush it was driven by a Savare make centre engine. I don't
really know any details of the organ, but it was of the 87 or 890 key class, maybe
Jack Wilkinson ("Cyclist") can furnish these details.

In attendence was the famous Burrell no. 3038 "Prince", originally the engine
which crashed into Lake Thirlmere in the Lake District. It was then no. 2979
"Reliance"; this was in 1907, It was recovered and returned to Thetford, and rebuilt
as no. 3038, They also had a Fowler "Princess”, but for how long a period I'm not
sure.

When on the move the two wheeled sections mostly travelled by rail, as they were
difficult to tow, but I remember them making the Journey from Burnley to lelson by
road, in a train of 6 vehicles; a distance of four miles. I know when they arrived
in Burnley for the midsummer fair, they arrived by rail, and the Burrell towed the
centre truck, scenery truck, and either living wagon or cleeper truck. Then off to
the local station for the 12 seotions, making of course two Jjourneys,

The rounding boards were really outstanding; they were of a unique shape, and
depicted scenes of children, one of which was a kind of skating scene.

Of course these types of old ride were rather overshadowed by the massive scenic
railways, and three and four abreast gallopers, but thig partiocular ride will always
be an affectionate part of my fairground memories.

R. Holdsworth's Pigs & Balloons, Hull Fair, 1908. : (L&DTEC
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NOAH'S ARKS -
A Short History & Survey

by Kevin Scrivens

The Tirst ever ark opened at FYarburg Dom fair in 1929, owned and built by Messrs.

Fritz Bothmann, of Cotha, Cermany, who were previously well known as importers of

ctairoplares to mnmgland. The machine was called the "Merry Forest Ldyll", and was
offered for sale at L200.

P.R. Collins (Young Pat) claimed to have invented a similar ride, with hinged
platforms running over four hills, but with mushrooms for the riders to sit on, some
years earlier. It orened at the first YWembley uxhxbxtlon' and was sold to Laycock
and Bird, but apparently the idea came to nothing

William Wilson imported the first Ark to England f{rom Cermany. It was an ime
proved version of the 1920 machine, having 18 platforms., Its debut was at Mitcham
in 1630, A larger 22 platform machine was delivered the following month, and both
opened at the 1630 Birmingham Cnion Fair, accompanied by Burrells 1887 “Empress of
- India" and 3638 "Quo Vadis". At the erd of the fair, Henry Irvin bought the 18
platform set, and sent it by rail on the following iay, Sunday, to Dumfries, where
it opened on tre Nonday at the Rood Fair. It was travelled by his son, James, with
Foster "The Scotsman”, passing later to George Blockley, and eventually to John
Collins of Manchester, just prior to the second World War.

Soon after the importations, Ortons began building Arks, quickly followed by
Bob Lakin, of Streatham, The first Orton-built machines were about 40 = 45 ft. in
diameter, with narrow rcunding boards and no extension front; most had the steps let
into the platforms, at this time most carried a small organ in the centre.

At the 1930 Yottingham Coose Fair Miles Jervis had an Orton machine, and also
present were the Cerman-tuilt machines of Arthur Holland, and William Wilson (the
22 platform lot) = presented by Pat Collins.

(McConville

Frank McConville's Laldn-built »Over the Sticks", with organ in centre.
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Chris Johnson's early Orton &

Spooner ark, at harrogate, (L&DTEC

Pat Collins had his own Orton Avk in 1230. Described as a 45' diameter mack—
ine, it had the usual narrow rounders, rustic handrails and uprights, and with a
rising sun motif on the shuttere. There was a small trumpet orsan in the centre.
A few years later Pat Collins was trovellins arothrer Orton michine, with an exter=-
sion front. Both machines were known as "Qver the Sticks™,

In late 19230, Charles Openshaw wus advertising in the "iorid's Fair", "2est
German made Noah's Arks" of 42' diameter, seating 90 people, at the price of €750
from London Docks.

The second William Wilson Ark was sold at the end of 1030 to Frank Corona,
who opened it at the Kelvin Mall, Glassow, for Christmas and New Year. Imwediately
afterwards it was offered for salej stating it had 00 animals, 11 of whinh were
double seaters.

To replace the machine "'i11iam %ilson imported another Ark, which had "aasy
drive". This opened at the 1930 Christmas Fair, in the Agricultural Uall, Islington,
A similar machine was travelled the following year by J. Herbert, mon-in-law of
George Beach. This machine opened at Kirkcaldy Links HMart in 1632 as Hornes',

At the other london Christmas Fair, in Clgmpia, in 1930, Billy Lennards had a
new German Ark, which later went to Fdward Danter of South Wales, and eventunlly to
Charlie Strong, of the J. Cole firm.

In the lorth of the country at Christmas, 1930, Crichtons impoerted a new
German Ark. It was delivered to Birkenhead, and opened on the Market Place over
Christmas and the New Year. Tt was reported in the "“World's Fair" as a very imp-
ressive machine. It was later sold to “iles Jervis,

1231 saw many new German and IEnslish Arks, including Nerbert Royles, Sam Crows,
Reuben Holdsworths, Silcock Oros., and Thurstons.,

_ By 1932, thke Orton machines had become larger and more elaborate; one such
macine was Arthur Bates Jungle Speedway. Lakin machines also improved; in the mid
1930's Arthur Hollands machine was built. It was-a 50' diameter machine, with very
deep roundings, and a large extension front. The uprights and handrails were carved,



*ai tropical tyze decoraticn: from a distance it could be mistaken for a
?:.luzy. It was so larze 1t needed three box trucks and two flat trucks to

ver the years t*e tyres of mounts, the decoration, and the names of Arks have
rom the early "Cver ihe Sticks", "loah's Arks", "Jollity Farms", and

os", with ‘*e" imal meunts, to tre ﬂa'n1f1c1en. "Ben Furs" wlt} horses
ts fully paintel extension fronts. Later, Motorcycle
nts, and equally impressive fronts. There wss one ex—
th small rocket mounts, and a space city front, at one

.
B

i
-~ “ o o
> ' they €
ivars, with motcrcyc-e Tou
e Wl

enecial Coronmation Arks were built in 1937, "Ben Hurs" and "Motorcycle"
tyres, which a2l carved hanlrails fealuring crowns.

Ted~y, most kinde cf Arks can still be seen travelling; a lot of the smaller
Yoah's Arss have hadi tre outer row of animals replaced by motorcycles in an attempt
: P
e them, tut there are some fully origiral ones. There are few left with
~inal swelve *oard extension fronts. Speed of building up and pulling down
p (4

ve213 T1S
now teing thousht more important, along with labour difficulties.

3:ize a few Arks have been converted to ‘Waltzers, which are now a more popular
ride than the Ark, ¢he previously mentioned Arthur Holland and Arthur Bates Arks

-
» converted prior to 1650. A full conversior usually involves the levelling

put ¢’ the rear section between two hills, ceveral machirnes now travelling can op~
er=zte 28 eitker, ““e ex-mrle is Harry ..:s.alls Yaxwell, which when operated =2s a
Walt-er ras sthe rear luvelled, tut as the rclitters ani steps are too low it cperates '
*ish AR v =alf ¢of the mzchine csheeted, Qther machines have two lots of shutters
ard freely as either tyre of machine.

kar=e of treme for 4he Ark came with the introduction of customised

i
Yotoreysles, known as "Isyriders", which muny showmen have fitted to the platforms
reclacsins 4he old strle ~otorcyclpc gush as A. Hollands. David Ling's Ben Hur has
1he cuter rcw as Tasyrider bires, but i¥e inner two are still the original horses,

E. Corrigaa's No. 2 Specedway, bullt by Ortons, and possibly the first mach=-
ine to bDe fitted witkh lotorcycles, an idea of Corrigans’'. (late J, Mellor

=
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Almost fifty yearn sinece the introdustion of the Ark, new m-chine: are still
being manufactured, J.W. Shaws Daxeell kKaaxrider is a recent manhine (1’74), and a
very impre.sive machine it in too, the decoration ia very nirizing, and an entirely
new feature are the sheeta of orance persrex, complete with plastic starg y which
are fitted between the handrails and canopy. One the whole it is equally as impresg-
sive as the big Arks of the late 1030'g,

With the help of members of the society I would like to collect information on
as many arks as possible that have operated in Aritain, as well as compiling a list
of machines at present travellinm. A list of machines currently travelling is in-
cluded, any information on these michines, such as dates of manufacture, and previous
owners would be most helpful, as well as information on the machines missing from the
list. No doubt some corrections are needed whore machines have changed hande. Once
information on the present machines has been documented I would be pleased to have
any information on earlier Arks which have since been destroyed or converted, so that
a full history of Arks can be published at a later date.

Still in near original state, this beautiful little Orton ark, built c. 1932

is still regularly travelled by Albie Rogers, of pristol. (G.G. Downie

List of Arks currently travelling:

Ref., Cwner Builder Date Type Details

A1 Adlams (7. New) lakin Speedway

A2 J. Allen Orton Junrle speedway Ex ,Silcock, Wroot,
Prateley,

A3  Anderton & Rowland Orton

A4  ¥. Andrews Orton 1936 Noah's Ark ex Wm Thurston, jnr.

AS E. Atha Sr.'o. 1; Orton

A6 E. Atha (No. 2 Lakin ARK/WALT2ZER

AT F. Deadle Orton Noah's Ark ex Osbourne

A8 T, Bencon Lakin 1936 Ben Hur . Modernised 1961

A9 L. Bibby . Orton 1939 ARK/HALTZER Ex Corrigan, Brennan

A10 L. Bishton Orton ARK/WALTZER Spinnin; top; ex Studt,

Morris, Way.
25
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G, Fddy {No. 2

Q. Edwards
Trankliin
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“Tay

» Guyatt

e J311

mar

o Yariiman
. -arriess
Harrie ros.

Yarris 2rose.

Harherts

We lolden

Xe Folland
£ill & Mander
L. Zorne

F. Jenrnings

Jenninzs

e
D.

7.

Lace
Linz

Mander

¥anning
« ¥arshall
Yea<in
. Forris

%. Nichols

Pelhanm
. Percival

E. Percival
Fresland
Y. Print

é

Suilder

Maxuell
Crten

lakin
Lakin

lakin
Vaxwell
Orton

Crton
Maxwell
Crton

Lakin
; Lakin

Orton

Yaxwell

Langwreel

Maxwell

Maxwell
Crton
Crton
Orton
“erts)lakin
Sussex)
Jackson

Lakin
Vaorell
La%in
Lakin

Lakin

Crton

Lakin
Lakin

Orton

Maxwell
Marxvell

Crton
Jackson

Llakin

Langwheel

Lakxin
Crton

Maxwell
Crton
Lakin

Date
1658

1016

1076
1832
1¢37

10851
1235

1932

1962

1236
164

1662

1932

1931

1937

1936

1062

1237

1936
1963

Type

Sputnik chaser
Sreeduny
Easyrider

"Rn,-! °0 "
Rock'n'roll s/w
Disco Speedway
Yioah's Arx
Lasyrider
Jurr>le Cafari
ARK/,ALTZER

Coronation Speedway

Speedway
Silver Rodeo

Easyrider

AR /IALTZER

Crariot Racer
AR¥/4ALTZER
ARY/VALTCE
Easyrider

Merceyside S/w
Noah's Ark
Woah's Ark
Yoah's Ark

Yoah's Ark
Jun~ie Speedway
lioah's Ark
Easyrider
20th Century s/w

Y¥oah's Ark

ARY/WALTZER

ARZ/iALTZER
Easyrider

Speedway

Orbit Chaser

ARV /AALTZER
Noah's Ark
Easyrider

Ben Hur
Speedway

Jungle Speedway
Speedway

Speedway

Ben Hur

Details

Ex
Ex

Ex

Ex

v RRR

R

Ex Waltzer:

R

¥ FF 7

=1
b

R R RERW

Ex

Ex

J. Stevens
P. Remblance

W. Bastable

Rose Tlros.

J. Barker
Marshall, Wallis.
Corrigan

Deakins (Ben Hur)

McConville
J« Codona

Ex J. Cooper
Cubbins, M.A. Collins

W - Bat es

Preeman, Day
W. Barker

Yorley, Davies

Simons, Thompson,
Copeland,

North.

Shipley
Ben Hur

Yibbert, Morley,
North
Rose Bros.

Turville

Stocks (Coronation Ark),
J. Hammond

Thurston, Sedgwick
Currently For Sale.
Botton, Evans, Goss.




J.W, Shaw's 1974 Mexwell "Easyrider" Speedway, at Hyde Spring Feir, 1976:
an example of the latest type of machine.

Ref. Owner

A59
A60
A61
A62

463
A4
A65
‘A66
A6T
A68
AGO

ATO
AT1
AT2
AT3
AT4

ATS
AT6

AT7
A78

AT9
A80

J. Robertson
3. Robinson
H. Rogers

Je Rowland

J. Shaw

J.W. Shaw

Bs Shufflebottom
A. Silcock

Silcock & Jeffries
Je Smith, jnro

¥. Smith

M. Smith

T. Smith
Slaters

S. Squires
G. Stirling

Stokes Bros.
We Swift

HQA. Ta.y]or
F. Thompson

S. Thurston
G.T. Tuby

(M.A. Smith
2w QS T
Builder Date Type Details
Lakin ARV MALTZER Ex FEvans, Patterson
Lakin ARY /NALTZER
Orton Noah's Ark Ex ¥anning
Lakin Ben Hur Ex Gilham
Orton 1935 AR'/WALTZER Ex C. Johnson
Kaxwell 1974 Easyrider
Orton Noah's ark Ex B. lNorlsey
Maxwell 1972 Speedway
Maxwell 1966 Speedway Ex Mitchell
Orton Jungle Speedway Ex N. Smitham, Reid.
Orton Specdway Ex Sedgwick, Ball & King,
W. Steevens.
Speedway Ex Duke
Langwheel Speedway Ex Svmonds
Orton 1932 Noah's Ark Ex Vim. Shaw
Lakin 1934 Yoah's Ark Ex Sutton
Carousel Ark Originally an Autodrome.
Ex Corrigan, 2Erown,
Corrigan, Weston,
Robinson, Thompson.
ARK/ALTZER
Orton Speedway Ex H. Hall
Orton Noah's Ark
Orton 1933 Jungle Safari Ex Collins, Wigfield,
Smith, Butlins, Dean.
Lakin Ben Hur
Orton 1932 Ben MHur

Cont, on foot of page 28...
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FOWLER SHOWMAN'S
ENGINES: Part 2
L]
by Stephen Smith
Sirnce putlication ¢ v 223t pari certuin infornation hae come to light. Mr., P
o) 11z me Reynolds % Ying had Fowler engine 4765 rebuilt b
tre for their patent overhead crank action gallopers.

‘1"

If
e e - A% SR ] b '

proto,Taph on paxe 47 of "Faireround Architecture" (Braitwaite,

% P
) tke engine certa:inly resembles a Fowler loco. Perhaps some member

Fowler 9725 is the first engine we dexl with in this article, being built in
101 for Jacob Studt., Studts used more Fowlers than any other showland family, 1
suspect. This 35 class engine later passed to '.'. Marshall and travelled with his
Hdalker—tuilt gallopers. It continued to travel until 1947, when scrapped at Shipley.

The name plate is, I btelieve, in the possession of Yr, Jack Wilkinson.

J. Sander's Fowler 9961 "Surprise,

(L&DTEC

Ref. Owner Builder Date Tyvpe Details

A21 R. Tucker Orton 1633 Neah's Ark

A%2 R, Townne-d Takin 1634 Chariot Racer

A% ¥, Yaddinston Crton 1636 Specdway Ex “Im. Shaw

A%L X, .¥Mnllis Faxwell 1066 Easyrider

A%% J, Yaison-Hirst Orton 1931 Speedway Ex S. Crow (Swanee)

A%S  J. White Yaxvell

A37 T. dhitelerg Crten loak's Ark (formerly the "Elite")

A%3 7, Whitelers Lakin AREAIALTZER (formerly the "Olympia")
(op« by D. Rowland)

A82 J.E. Whiting Lakin 1933 Noah's Ark Ex W. & V. Barker

A% W. Yhiting Speedway

A91 Wilcon % Mason




Yo. ©381 "LADY RETTY", used by Johnsons Amusements of the lest Riding, is tod~y
rreserved by Mr. !I. Chilvers, presidunt of the Leeds % District Traction Engine Club.
She was built in 1902, Another engine preserved which was featured in the last edit-
ion is ©384 "SIR JOWN FCULER". This engine has an interesting history, having at
sometime loet its number plate, und concequently its number is not known, but of the
numbers quoted 9384 is the most likely one. It was new to Lalonde TBros. & Parnham
at Weston-super- Mare, and was ured in showland by Anderton & laslum, and lzter
Nelson lloyce.

The oldest original showman's road locomotive preserved is nextin the list,
and was llargars' "MAID CP CEFN YDDFA"™ which was later Sid Squires' "LORD NELSCN",
It is now owned by Dr. Williams.

Horthy of a mention is no. 9817 "PROGNE3S". Thie engine was new %o J. Tassett
at Trentham and owned consequently by T. Simmonds and T. Yool # Sonsof Crockonkill,
Swanley. A recent letter from Yr, . Wood, who now runs the firm, telln me that he
is trying %o trace the history of his firm, »ni if anyone can help plearne 10t me know.
"PROJRESS" was sold in 19029 to J, Vaddington for £100 to replace their Yclaren. In
1029/30 it vas converted to showman's rpacifications, altheurh no brass fittines were
added. On ‘laddingtons death it passed to A. Bird who also tcok over the Yichts-with

whichH it travelled.

Another famous Fowler used by '.'l. 'arshall in West Yorkszhire was 10318 "SUIMY
BOY No. 2". This B6 class engine spent its chowland life with rides of I‘arshalls

such as their Switchback, Dedi-ems, and Tley Dey.
to have a post orane fitted.

It wso one of the earliest engines

Jinoe being ocut down to a Road loco for Boxs it has
stood derelict at FHyde, but has now been purchased for preservation, and latest rep—
orts say it should be ready for rallying in the near future.

Engine list: engines built 1901 - 1906

Makers

No. Class Date Name Owners

87125 BS 1901 GENERAL BULLER Jacob Studt
WeH. Marshall

8203 1901 - Hill Bros,
F.W. Cole

8919 1201 KING EDWARD A. Ware
Coe Ive

8a22 1901 RAMBLER Jamen Cole
Mrs. J. Cole

8924 BS 1202 CORONATION John Studt

KING OF THE ROAD W. Pruett

Ba27 1902 DORIS W. Wright

9010 1902 - Hill Bros.

9020 1902 - We Wilmot

9126 1202 COCDRYE R. fGodley

9174 1202 STAR OF KENT J. Pettigrove

9177 1902 - R. Edwards & Sons

9180 B5 1902 JUBILEE Hrs. C. Bailey
Farniess Bros.
W. Starr

9273 1902 INDEPENDENCE Wall Bros.

9290 B5 1902

LORD KITCHENER

llorne Bros.
J. Knowles
d¥rs. S. Forrest

9292 B6 1902 Harry Hall
9293/57 1902 OLD PALL M. & E. Stokes
SWIFT W. Irvin



NO. Class Date j\a-e
c266 1502 3LERIOT
391 35 1202 TADY DETTY
383 R1 1903 QEIN ATLXANDRA
TR YAJESTY
"I VARY
334 A5 1¢03 SIR JOIN! FCWLER
0386 A5 1504 YAID OF CEFYN YDFFA
LoaD NELSCH
9367 A5 1904 QEEN ALEXANDRA
¥ING GECRIE VI
0391 ®1 1805 KIS MAJESTY
2393 R1 1905 -
9456 A5 1505 VARTYA
- 9487 B6 1905 DUKE OF YORK

KING GEORGE VI

9491 B6 1905 =
0495 B6 1005 TEE LION
9501 36 1905 QERY ALEXANDRA

Qwners

A. ¥artin

¥, Searle
Chris Johnson
J.T. Danter
Charles Heal
S. Smart
Anderton & Haslam
Nelson lNoyce
We Hagzar

S. Squires
John Studt
Biddall Bros.
Whites

Henry Studt
Anderton & Rowland
A. Haslam

F. Harris

T. Smith
Miles Jervis
G. Ryan

J.P. Collins
R. Edwards
Stroud & Davis
P. Penfold

H. Benty

R. Holdsworth
Jncob Studt

Ho Symondﬂ

Fowler 9984 "The Showman'.
|
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A FIERY CIRCLE

*An anecdote by Graham Downie»

The mention of the Fowler traction centre engine "JHIRLIGIG" in Stephen Smith's
article in the last issue reminded me of a chance encounter four yeara ago with a
Mrs. Taylor of Pickering.

lirs. Taylor is the niece of the engine's one~time owner, Kra. fiarriet Paker
(previously Mrs. Harriet ilinter), and in fact tr-velled with her aunt, who, at diff=-

erent times in her life, had yards at Virkby Mocrside and Thornton-le-Dale,

The Fowler powered a set of Gallopers which Mrs. Baker has purchased in the
Leeds area - presumably from John Crampton. The ride, together with a emall amount
of sidestuff, was tr-velled on the circuit of North Yorkshire ‘oorland shows (auch
as Castletons during the summer months.

One memorable incident recounted by Mrs. Taylor occured at the Hosedale Show of
1926, then held in the Abbey grounds. Llate in the evening, when the fair was in full
swing, the lighting on the Gallopers failed. The enly form of illumination immed-
iately to hand vere the naptha flares on the panzm on which l'rs. Taylor (then a young
girl) was working. Yithout more ado the flares were.removed from the joint, and
fastened to the roundings boards of the ride. The effect when the ride started up
again was quite dramatic, and fairpocrs approaching the chowesround from off the surr-
ounding moors were startled to see what anpeared to be a whirline ring of l.mes
below them in the Abbey pgrounds. Douhtlessly they quickened their pace to invest-
ipate the source of this fiery circle, and, in consequence, the ride enjoyed a
"burster" that night.

The Cottam refered to by Stephen Smith wag, in fact, Thomas Cottam, Yrs., Bakers
son=in-law who helped maname the ride, i'rs. Taylor thourhi that when her aunt sold
the ride it went back to Leeds, tmt was incomplete = "lue 4n a smash" - no doubt
the accident at loftus Bank mentioned. Nrs. Baker dind in 1020,

No. Class Date Name Owners
- 9502 B6 1905 EMPEROR Jacob Studt
¥ING EDNARD H.P. Studt
9817 BS 1006 PROGRFSS W, Uaddington
A. Bird
0878 1906 PERSFRVERANCE G.A. Whittle
2887 A4 1¢03 THEE MEXICAN Biddall Bros.
I B5 1204 ;{SS gg:ﬁgn A JJacob Studt
HAIG HaP. Studt
. Col. Print
9961 1904 SURPRISE S. Sanders
9971 1204 - J. Coneley
9984 B6 1905 THE SHOWMAN R. Villiams
T. Miller
J. Evans
S. Stoken
10282 1905 FRINCESS MONS n
QEEN MARY JA+ Downs
10291 R1 1206 DREADNQUGHT Matilda Yoadley
S. Forreat
10292 1906 PERSERVERANCE Nrs. Crececraft
J« Sutton
10302 A5 1206 NORAH J. Botton
s. Smm
10318 B6 1905 -~ SUNNY BOY No. 2 ~ W.He. Marshall
To be continued...
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CROW BROTHERS" TRANSPORT

by Barry Brown

Tre Crow family are protadly the most well known of North East travellers, not only
for their immaculate rides, but also for their superd fleet of lorries and tractors,
whick are tke szartest to be fournd in the North East.

Cver thre years, Crows have operated scme interesting vehicles, most of which
fave leng teen scrapped. An early Foden S tyre diesel lorry was used until 1956,
and was eguiped with a diesel generator. Its registration no. was UP 7486. A 1949/

cden D2E/1C six wheeler has also been used, registration no. LAL 370, and this

alss fittzd with sererators. The ex-WD AEC Matador, reg. no. DPY 878 was inter-
estirs as the crisinal ¢at was replaced ty a romemade oxne, which incorporated a
dursy Foden zrille. The 7D body was replaced by a smart, sided cne, which contained
two rinerators. The Matadeor was withdrawn in in 1672, but stands in Crows' North-
allerton yard, minus senerators. Another ex-WD tractor to be used by Crows was an
Albion CX22S € whael run tractor, re~. no. PPY B3 G, which is now used by Yorkshire
showman Ronrie Church with his Dodgems. An ex-3RS Bristol tractor, reg. no. 5721 UB,
is ano*her tractor that Crows have used, it was fitted with a smart body which cont-
ained a generator. The tractor lasted until 1975, and is now in Crows' yard, minus
bods. Crows still use a2 large tractor fleet, but these are all modern type ERF's
and Fcodens.

Pesides usinz tractors, Crows also operate some smart Atkinson 8 wheelers. The
three Atkinsons were obtained from the haulage firm of Pollocks from Mussellburgh.
They rave retained Pollocks turquoise and red livery with the hand painted tartan
decoration. With the arrival of the atove Atkinsons, Crows were able to cut down on
tte drastar loads, and also an old 1955 Atkinson, reg. no. MPY 353, was retired. A
Foden P36/15 8 wheeler, res. no. SLP 101, has also been used; this lorry came from
Fred NOray of Yitcham. This lorry was replaced at the end of last season by a superb
Pcden 8 wheeler, rez. no. FTX 058 E, with a large aluminium box body. Worthy of a
mention are Crows old boxvans, which were always kept smart, and with the slogan
"Serethinz to Crow Atout™ and the large cockerel emblazoned on the side. They were
a nice sight when beir;- towed along the road by one of Crows tractors. Even these
old “cxvans are sleowly being replaced by more modern ones, a "new" long wheelbase
boxvan was commisioned last season and as usual was up to Crows smart standard.

This is just a short article abcut some of the Crow family's more interesting
vehicles. I have been larsely unsuccessful in tracinw Crows early diesel transport,
any information on thie would te -ratefully received,

F.A.G.B. RALLY NEWS

The Rally on Hampstead Heath on Easter Saturday proved a success, with ten+
mecbers enjoying a get-together, looking at photos, and exchanging news,
etc. Those preseat included Chairman Graham Downie, Treasurer David Wood,
Secretary Michael Smith; Charles Gee from Hull, Alison Hoplins from Cheshire,
Chris Russell froa Devon, Paul Acgel from Hereford, Rod Spooner from War- '
wicxsnire, Paul iiddleton froz Kettering, and "locals" Seamus Duggan, and

tbur Bishop. Azong the people we chatted to on the Heath were Alfred
Gray, and Frank Edwards who extended an invitation to us to visit their
Swindon yard next winter - watch out for further details!

FORTHCOMING EVESNTS - for meeting times and places watch the "WORLD'S FAIR".
At present the following rallies are planned:
Ludlow / Leominster May fairs 29th April
Koutsford / Chester May fairs  6th May
Canon Hill Park, Birmingham 27th May
Newcastle ‘Town }oor 17th June
ePlease note, these dates are subject to alteration,

32



e a° ’
s -
b e t_v\. e »
S S A

One of the ex-Pollocks 8-wheel Atkinsons presentl

seen here at the pull-on for Northallerton May
of their famous "Coronation Speedway",

Y in service with Crows,
Fair, 1976, with the loads

(Malcolm Slater




JACK WILKINSON WRITES..

..Giant Bantams, Car lifting cranes..

T reover 5aw Jreen's =avcll *orred machine, and 1% went to America before the 1014
wap, Tre riie waz known as Fiant fartams., .ote the rovel "spinning car" in the
fore~round, There were some similar on ‘jaddinrton's Steam Cocks, and vere known
2s "srew pans” as riders vere octen sick. R. Noldsworth and Crowther & Johnson
travelled Steam Piss, btut on them the revelving tubs were i/altzing Balloons.

Owine 40 loszinz parks in Full, Gallarhers sold their waltzer, and it opened
Witk Johnnv Yirns early in the year (1¢77) at Sharlston. I believe it now belongs

to Fercy Johnson and son Philip.

4s regards the car lifting Crane. I don't like reading that it is SUPPOSED
to be tre idea of Zoldttorpe Xarshall. A year or £o before I left school in 1920
1 saw thre car-1ift crare for the first time: on ‘larshall's "Sunny Boy No. 2" at our
local feist. Riskt throuch the years, no-one seems to know how it came about, and
I trei~=t it was started by Fowlers. Then one day when taking Frank Oriss out in
tre Nini he *old me atout Soldtho,pe Marshall introducing it - and I mentioned it
in my notes at the time, Cince when it has "mushroomed”,

"Envoy" had the crane pillar fitted to the rear by Thompson & Walton, an
engineering firm at “righouse. It delighted everyone when tried out at Bowling.
In order to test its capabilities, an empiy flat truck was fitted to the end of
the crane cabling. But when "envoy" took the load its front wheels chot into the
air, and only rrompt action on the part of the driver saved what could have been
a disaster. So being con the "safe side", Fowler decided on a 30 cwt weight limit.

mre exterded bunker for the crane was not developed by Burrell; they copied
it! T think the first enrine to have this feature was Dagnall's Foster 14401 "Sir
Dourlas Faigh, rew 14/8/19. Turrells' first was 3827 "Victory", for Thurstons, on
11/5/20. Recides Proctor's "Albert™ having extended bunker plates, Collins 14424
"Ireadrousht” alse had. Acquired by Sage % Ford for preservation, and renamed
"Goliath", tut the latest owner cut them off. 1 would not refer to extended

er plates as Burrell type!

Post tvpe cranes required more fixing up, due to the addition of steadying
chaine to rive aiditicral support. In order to avoid this extra work I noticed
Farrar's used Burrcll ™iajertic" and Marshall's used Poster "James Walter" for
car liftinz Juties in later years.

Cne of the oldest engines 1 remember seeing on the fairgrounds was Fowler
€6£15 "Ju=bo", rew in Fetruary, 1802, for Bostock % 'lomtwell's menagerie, tut “out
0f favour” whren irnvelved in an accident in the Mighlands that year. So it was
scl3 43 “aidinztong ~fter Mull fair that year. 1t had o spoxed flywheel mand dynamo
braczet, tat ne cab. Alasn, it rad a dome. T think I last saw it in 1921 at Bowling

wisk ‘fzilinton's stean Ccoxs,

POLLARDS BUILD FIRST WALTZER

Pollards, the well-xnown Ilkeston based engineering firm, are nearing comp-
letion of their first ever Waltzer ride. The original delivery date was to
pave been early narch, so that its new owner, Raymond Roberts, would have
ceen able to opern with it at Easter, at Coventry. lLowever, as is inevitable
with the first of a new run, things have taken a little longer than expected
for teething troubles to be ironed out, and it is now expected that delivery
will taxe place before the next Bank Holiday. The position at Coventry was
occupied by N, Roberts new Meteorite.

The machine itself is built to the traditional design, with a 24 sec-
tion bottom, and back flat. There are ten cars, and & modern-style paybox
with i1lluminated perspex panels, As usual these days, a flat roof has been
fitted, Much ianterest has been shown by other showmen so far; after all,
there are few companies turning out first class wachines at competitive rates,
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NORTHERN -~ NOTES

from Jack Redpath

In the STCF RESS of the second "C of T" it was stated that ore of 7. Stirling's

Arka had been rold to 4 member of the Slater family; this is not so: the machine

was to be bourlt by Ronnie Slater, but the deal never come off. The ex Yurhie
Morrison Ark, alan mentioned, was sold to lorthern Showm-n 1aurence Niclkolle, and is
at the moment lying in a car park at fexhamy logghumberland. “ichella' Lakin Ark/
Waltzer conversion is also there, torether with Nicholla' other :tug{, which consists
of a Leyland B-wheeler with his oririnal Ark centre, an 8 wheel Foden (ex J. Mammond
and quite smart), an 8 wheel FRF with the Morriron Ark bottom, a hox truck containing
Ark animals, a Ford box van, and various car *rnilern.

A Tew weeks ngo T was in Clangow and called in at George Stirling's house, how=-
ever there was no one about, bul there are two Arks here. One centre was minus its
axles, and looked ns thourh they were going to set out the bottom, as it was packed
up level. This centre was of the Langwheels' Autodrome tyre, having no cheese iheel,
gearing, etc., just the heavy brass bands. (This is presumably the ex-Thompson
Carousel Ark). The interesting thing was the lack of transport., The only lorries '
were an Atkinson 8-wheeler and a Leyland f-yheeler (with Albion ype cab long door). -
The Leyland had on it almost the whole of one Ark, except the centre! Platforms,
gratings, pates, eto. on the bottom, vith bikes, etec., on top of the steel framed
body. The Atkinson had whot appearcd to be the complete bottom of the other machine.
The more normal Ark centre looked a bit rough, though the other had had a neat paint
up. The only other transport was a box truck with "Lots of Fun" painted on the side.
It looked as though it would never take to the road arain.

Another new ride is John Murphy's Round 1lp which made ita debut at Alnwick,
Northumberland, last Novembter. Jt was built by leisure Sales of Ilvkeaton.

I recently visited my first proper fair of the geason, at Dumfries. Machines
were Billy Codona's Dodgem (with a fresh set of ecars), M"orman Codena's Ark, and
Douglas Todona's Waltzer (with new paybox).

Not yet complete, althourh it nhould be realy far apanip~ 2t “hitsun is Alan
Slater's Mystic Swing = built by J. Redpath!

THE VENICE WALTZER

All fairground enthusiasts visiting the Lancashire Section over the last 40
years must remember having seen the infamous "VENICE WALTZER". This machine
was built in 1935 for Hibble & liellors, being one of the first batch of 8
Lakin/Maxwell Waltzers. It passed to 5ilcocks in pebruary 1936, and opened
for the first time with them at Garston, in Liverpool. ‘hey continued to
travel the ride until early in 1976, when it was laid up. Robert Franklin
purchased it late last season, and it opened with him a couple of times be-
fore the winter. I recently saw it at urimsby fair, but sadly only in skel=-
eton form. The paybox has now lost its Venetian-style decor; I was told ,.r.
Franklin has just finished escraping the incredible paintwork off the round-
ing boards and front. The shutters do still bear the old scenes, which I
was fortunately able to photograph, but these will shortly be the next vie-
tims of the paint stripper. A sad end!

In earlier days Silcocks used Burrells 3334 "The Baillie" and 3444 “"His
Lordship" with the ride; an 87 key Gavioli from Mitchell's L4-abreast, con=
verted to barrel operation, was featured in the centre. '[his was sent to
Chiappas in 1950 for conversion to book operation, but removed shortly aft-
erwards. rranclins are still using an 8-wheel Foden (CED 168 C) and box
truck which came from Silcociks with the ride, and still bear their livery.

An Atkinson Challenger 6-wheel tractor (RHU 350 G) carries the generating
setls,




SMALL . ADS

"an-Zo: CCICTR slides of Percy Ccle's
Sorndelzs, and the ex-lilson Rodeo
Switckiacx. Frice =ard particulars to
is Fearce, 37 Mmnicrwore StreW, Surn-
ley, Laccs, 2210 T,

TAAT A collection of fairpround
ide and trancrort rhotos {Circus >
ransror: aleo availabl e). Rides
are censtantly teéfngs reglaced, sold,.
and wahicles either change hands with
rides or are replaced with more mod-—
ern vehiclec., Write now for my
current lists, enclosing a SAE to:
A.Z. Javies, €4 MNcllirnell Creccent,
Pusby, Varks., C721 4Al.

FAIRG2CTTID PECTCS - Supert colour
srints of many m-chines in many diff-
ercnt rarts of the country. Plesse
send large SAL for c@®ensive lists -
P.A. inrgel, 10 YNerton Avenue, Putson,
Yereford, M2 €3I,

C'"R LATECT "Stowland Transport®
photerraphic list is now available,
frice 15p, which includes a sample
grint. Wsadrunner Productions ltd.,
3a Al=a Cquare, Yeondon, W8 00,

R0UND STALL wanted, approx. 1l4' =
16', preferably with tilt, must
be sound condition structurally,
tut paint not important. Please
phone 07737 62922 with further
details and price required.

SCOTTISE AREA REPRESENTATIVE:
Stewart [hom,
Drunmcond parx,
woglealnond,
Perth,
PH1 37J.

Layout, decign and typing by “ichael
A. Emith.

Printed by MIST Union.
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STOP* PRESS

Jack Haumond (Scotland) is believed
to have acquired the Ark which C,
«oble was offering for sale last
year.

The 1967 Jackson Ark affered for
sale last back end by W. Testo (Tyne
mouth) is believed now owned by

ne. Danter, and is again for sale.

If no buyer it may go on the pern-
anent site which panters have at
syamonds Yat, Gles.

AMENDMENT? - G29 Butlins, Clacton.
Savage, delivered new in 1920 to
Harry hall (Derby) with Savage CE

6 no. 881, 4 OE no. 832. yeavy set
with deep rounders, etc. ‘he set
was sold to jurboroughs late in the
war, and later to roberts, who had
them at Rudyard Lake. They were
acquired by norleys in about 1956,
and extensively renovated. Only the
centre and top frame remained of the
original set. The rounders used in
renovation were from one of the Eib=
berts famous sets, but these were
later replaced by fibreglass repl-
icas, and the originals sold ta a
collector. Centre engine/organ
removed before being bought by mor-
leys.

John Cole (of Switchback famec) has
acquired a Caterpillar from pat
O'ileill to replace the Gondolas!
The machine was open at Rodway Hill
in Bristol at xaster, but was not
fitted with thg canopy. ‘he Scamm=-
ell Pioneer (837 TYD) formerly used
with the Gondolas is now in service
with this machine.

On the Winter uardnna site at pore-
cambe the old Walt\er previously
travelled by Raymond Roberts has
replaced the Jackson machine form-
erly on this site. I believe the
roberts machine was at Barmouth last
season, but don't know as yet where
the Jackson-built ride has gone?

1t is believed that the old Ashley
waltzer is to be travelled again this
season - by Arthur gftrong.
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